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that it has become extensively used in the
world only since some time after the Armi-
stice. Therefore we have not yet had suffi-
cient time to claim that these cases are
enred, But we can say that the growth has
gone. Whether it will come back again is
auvother matter.

Hon. A. Lovekin: At any rate, it has
cleared out.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The growth hag dis-
appeared, and no trace of it is left. Of
course cancer cells may already have be-
come dissipated in the deeper parts of the
body, such as the liver or the lungs, where
they may give rise to secondary growths.
In Melbourne, besides two private practi-
tioners having this apparatus installed,
there will in a week or so be a dguble
apparatus installed in the Melbourne hos-
pital, eapable of treating two patients at
the same time, In Sydney two private prae-
titioners, I know, have the appararus, and
aecording to my informant, there iz a pro-
posal to establish a central organisation
where a plant, or several plants, will be 4n-
stalled capable of coping with the work
from all the hospitals in Sydney. Now on
the question of the experi who will be re-
quired to work the apparatus. XNo doubt,
if we can get a man already skilled, so much
the better. But if we cannot do that, I
fail to sec why a man already used to the
ordinary X.ray technique should not, by
study and by reading the guite full deserip-
tions already given of this treatment, learn
it just as operators have had to de in Mel-
bourne and Sydney and other parts of the
world. If that does not seem desirable,
there is nothing to prevent his going to
Melbourne or Sydney and acquiring rthe
technique there; for it is the boast of the
medical profession that we have no trade
secrets, and that knowledge acquired by one
is open to all. From whal T know of the
medical profession, I feel perfectly certain
that those gentlemen wwho have alreadyr
acquired experience in the Eastern States
would he only too willing te place their
knowledge at the disposal of any genuine
seeker after the technique, who of course
has already some knowledge of ordinary
X-rav work. As to the cost, that entirely
depends on the type of instrument which it
is proposed to instal; but T do not aee why
the cost of working shonld fall entirely on
the Government. There may be, and noc
doubt there will be, a number of patients
in a position ro pay for treatment. If they
went to the Easf, they would pay for treat-
ment there, We Kaow thai many of them
are willing to go, just as the late Lord
Forrest was, to the Old Country to try to
obtain alleviation of their sufferings. If
they are willing and able to pay, T do not
see why they should not pay something
towards the cost of their treatment if such
an apparatus is installed in the Perth hos-
pital.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But they should be able
to get the treatment here.
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Hon. A. J. H. SBAW: Yes; and those who
cannot pay, owing to seanty means, should
be able to get their treatment free bere. I
desire once more to thank the House for
the hearing given me,

Question put and passed.

On further motion by Hon. A. J. H. Saw,
resolution transmitted to the Assembly, and
their concurrence desired thereinm,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. Ewing—Sonth-West) [96]: I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
witéil 5,30 pom. to-morrow.

The object is to allow hon. members a little’
extra time in c¢onnection with the official
opening of the new General Post Office. It
would be inconvenient for hon, members to
attend here at 4.30.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONX——SANDALWOOD, EXPORTS
AXD ROYALTY,

Mr. A. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, How many tons of sandalwood
have heen exported since tenders for permit
were opencd on 15th September, 19232 2,
Upon how many toms has royalty been paid
and what is the total amount of such
rovalty? 3 Ts the amount of royalty
pzid at presemt £2 per ton, and is it
payable by the sandalwood getter? 4,
Is it a fact that prior to the closing
of tenders the price, ineluding payment
of raralty by (he getter, was approxi-
mately £11 per ton? 3, Is it a fact that
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under tenders submitted getters wounld obtain
a higher price than this, with the royalty
being paid by the successful tenderer? 6,
And that a royalty exceeding 300 per cent.
above the present rate of royalty was offered?
7, Is he aware that thousands of tons are
apparently being rushed to Fremantle? 8§,
Can he inform the House of the approximate
loss to the State and the sandalwood getters
separately through the highest tender not
having been accepted?

The MINISTER FOR MIKNES replied: 1,
No definite records concerning the disposal
of wood after it has been forwarded to Tre-
mantle are available, but it is estimated that
approximately 4,000 tons have been shipped
during May, June, July, and August of the
present year, and in addition eonsiderable
stocks are now held at Fremantie. 2, Royalty
returns for the same period show that £7,900
have been received, which represents royalty
on 3,950 tons. 3, Yes. 4, Yes. 5, Yes,
6, Yes. 7, Yes. 8, No.

QUESTION—CAUSEWAY REPAIRS,

Mr. CLYDESDALE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Ts he aware of the dangerous
condition of the Causeway? 2, What is the
reason that repairs to same are being held
up for such a lengthy period? 3, Will he
give instructions for the necesssary repairs
to be effected immediately?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Works) replied: 1, No; but it
iz known that repairs are urgently needed.
2, Difficulty in obtaining materials owing to
the great demand m the metropolitan area.
8, Instructions have nlready been given, and
the work is in progress.

QUESTION—PERTH-ARMADALE-
ROAD.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN (without notiee) asked
the Premier: Is he aware of the disgraceful
condition of the Perth-Armadaie-road, and
that it is at present unsafe for people to
travel on? Will he take steps to have the
road made reasonably safe for the travelling
publie? ’

Hon. P. Collier: That is n matter for the
loeal governing hody.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premicr can answer
the question if he chooses.

The PREMIER replied: The road is under
the control of the Joesl authorities.

Mr. A. Thomson: Arc you not spending
Government money on it?

The PREMIER: The Government cannot
be expected to keep these roads in order.

Mr. Underwood: Js it not safe to walk on?

Mr. A. Thomson: It is not even safe for
that.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLD-
ING.

Reports of Committee adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—FIREARMS,
Second Reading—Defeated.
Debate resumed from 30th Angust.

Hon. F. T. BROUN (Beverley) [4.35]: L
cannot see any necessity for this Bill, neither
can any reasonable argument be put up in its
favour.

The Minister for Mines: I hardly think
yon are entitted to say that.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: The Minister re-
ligiously refrained from saying very much
when he moved the second reading.

Hon, P. Collier: He said a lot, but nob
pertinent to the Bill.

Hon, F. T. BROUN: Apparently the Gov-
ernment brought down the Bill becaunse of
the aceidents that have oceurred from time
to time through pea rifles. Most of these
aceidents oceur through carclessness
on the part of those who own the gwm,
or of the rarents of the child who uses it.
No penalty thut ean Dhe imposed by legisla-
tion, and no amount of license fee, can pre-
vent these aceidents occurring, or prevent
people getting hold of firearms and using
them in the wrong wny. The Bill will impose
a tax that will fall heavily upgn those who
are engaged outbock in developing the coun-
trv. On nearly all farms and hig properties
where there are orchards and erops, guns are
uzed for the destruction of vermin, Accord-
ing to this Bill a license must be applied for
to enable anyone to have a gum, but it re-
quircs a license to be issued for every gun
that is used on the one place. The man who
requires several gums, to shoot the different
kinds of vermin on and arcund his place, will
have to take out a license for each one, and
this would run inte a considerable sum of
money. A man may have three or four differ-
ent kinds of guns. Even if his son uses onc
of them na license must be taken out for him.
This will ereate s hardship upon the people
outback, and will take away from thec boys
a great deal of enjoyment. People in the
city have every kind of pleasure put hefore
them, but hoys in the country get none.
There is no hetter sport than shooting,
but guns must he properly handled. They
must not be used to cause more pain to ani-
mals and bhirds than is necessary. Nearly
all comuntry hoys, when they have the oppor-
tunity, go out with a gun for pleasure, and
put in their time shooting birds or vermin
on their father’s property, to help him keep
the orchards and crops clear, It would be a
great hardship for these boys to be deprived
of that pleasure. Young people, of course,
require to be eduvecated in the use of firearms.
My boys have been using guns since thev were
12 years old. They have shot with the deadly
pea vifle and the 44 Winchester, as well as
the 12-hore breach loader, They have been
out with parties, and when their shooting
has bLeen finished they have unleaded their
guns and tnken ever eare in putting them
away. With careful tramning the accidents
that oceur from time to time could be almost
eliminated. Notwithstanding every care, ae-
cidents will oceur.
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Mr. Davies: They can be minimised.

Hon. ¥, T. BROUXN: Yes. The Bill,
however, will mnot do that. Guns are
often put away after wse in some cof-
uer of a  room, loft or stable, and

are very often left loaded. It is natural
for boys, when they find & gun lying about,
to pick it up, and when the weapen is loaded
an aceident is sure to occur.

The Minister for Mines: We want the Bill
to prevent that sort of thing.

Hon. . T. BROUXN: [ will not have that
eflect,

The Minister for Mines: Of course it will,

Hon. F. T. BROT'X: No amount of penalty
or licenses will prevent the careless wse of
firearms. Wenpons will still be left 1ying about
for boys to pick up. Most of the aceidents
that have oveurred—there have wnot Dbeen
maty-—have oceurred through the pea rifle.
Boys should be cdueated up to the use of a
gun, One of the meost dangerous sports that
anyone can indulge in is the shooting gallery.
This Bill, however, daes nat provide for the
taking out of a license for a shooting gal-
lery. More than one aceident has oceurred
in these jlaces and yet no provisien is made
for them under this measure. CGun dealers
and pawnbrokers have to be leensed to cover
the guns they stock. They have to take out
one license for the sale of all guns in their
possession,  Thut is all right for the person
who sells guns, but in my opinion the pawn.
DLroker should not be allowed to deal in five-
arms at all.  Firearms that come into the
possession of pawnbrokers are mostly sceond-
hand weapons and many of them are not
safe. Defects in the gun are covered up and
that makes the weapon all the more danger-
ous. If anyone has n gun for sale, he can
digpose of it, hut many people would nnt
take the trouble to send it to an cxpert
to have it repaired properly. They are
more content to sell to the pawnbrokers,
who have not the consideration for humanity
that one would like to see in evidence. The
penalties provided are heavy. For having a
gun in one's possession withont a license the
penalty is £10, and for carrying and wsing
such a pun, £20. That is a tremendous
penalty. I will vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill and I hope it will be defeated.
If the second reading i3 earried, I trust when
in Committee members will agree to the pen-
alties heing reduced,

The Minister for Mines: What about the
pawnbroker?

Hen. F. T. BROUX:
with that individual

The Minister for Mines: Yon said some-
thing about the pawnbroker, and the Bill
provides exactly the opposite of what you
suggested. Read Clanse 11; we cannot do
more than that.

Hon, F. T. BROUXN :
already in his
comes into force,

The Minister for Mines: But che pawn-
broker eannuvt deal in fircarms after the Bill
becomes an  Act.

I have already dealt

That opplies to guns
posscssion  before the Bill
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Hea. F. T. BROUX:
say that,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! These are details
to be dealt with in Committee.

Hon. ¥. T. BRUUN: wWhile the penalties
are heavy, the Bill goes further still. [f a man
is in the unlawful possession of a gun, it is
deemed an offence and the police have the
power to take the gun from him, DProvision
to that effect already exists in the Gun Li-
censes Act, but ne such provision should be
included in any Aet. A man may have a
valuable gun and through ne fault of his
own, it may be used by someone clse. If the
matter comes under the notice of the police,
the pun can be confiscated and sold if
the Magistrate issees an order to that ef-
fect. I Know that the gun may be returned
to the proper owner if the magistrate so de-
cides, but sueh a drastie provision should not
appear in the Bill. I hope the Bill will net
be agreed to for the additional reason that
all that is neccessary is provided for in ex-
isting legislation. do not know that the
Act in question has been put into foree, but
under the existing law unyonc in possession
of a gun in the c¢ity or a municipality, and
within a radius of five miles, must take out a
licecnse, That provision <houldl cover every-
thing that is neeessary. ‘The Bill would not
be =0 bad if the Goverament would con-
sent to a few amendments regarding the pay-
ment of fees. 1t i3 provided that a license
st be taken ovt for each gun in the pos-
session of an individual, and 5s. has to he
paid¢ for each gun. That will prove a hard-
ship to people in the ecountry. Generally
speaking, there is no necessity for the Bill.

The Bill does not

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [+51): T opposs
th Bill. becanse it 15 a taxation measure
which will nst bhear equally en the people ax
a whele, MThase in th~ commtey distriets will
he princinally offeeted anwl will have to pay
a laree propostion of the tax.  There i3 a
Gun Licenses Act in forece which applies to
the larger contres of vovalation.  That Aet
i3 a dead Jetter. 1 the Bill bocomos law, 1t
will arnply to the State a3 2 wheoie.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: According to your
argnment the taxation is unequal at the pre-
sent time as between the eity and the coun-

try.

Mr, CHESSON:
taxed under the Bill
Mr. Underwood:

nothing to shoot.
Mre. CHESSON: That is true. While rifle
clubs will be exempt, people in the outback
parts, who, of nccessity, have to be in the
possexsion of firearms, will be heavily taxed.
While the rifle club member will be exempt,
the kangaroo shooter will have to pay his
tax. Farmers must keep fircarms to protect
their erops from pests, including birds,
kangaroos, or opossums. Ior every rifle that
a kangaroo shooter has in his posseasion, in-
chuding breech loaders, and rifies of diiferent
calibres, he will have te pay a separate fee
of i3, The Mines Department recognise that

Rifle clubs will not be

The eity people have
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it is necessary for the people outback to have-

firenrms, for when they semd out prospecting
parfies, it is stipulated that their impedi-
menta must inclede guns and ammunition.
The Department realises ihat the party will
depend on the gun for meat supplies. The
fees amount to a seetional tax. Thera is no
necessity for people in the cities and large
towns to have firearms. TIn addition to rifle
elub members, people belonging to the naval,
military, and air forees, as well ag the police,
are exempt. 1 agrec with that provision, for
if a man joins His Majesty ‘s forees, or be-
longs to a rifle club, he should not be taxed,
But the farmer must have firearms in his
possession to protect his erop and should not
be taxed. Then again, the Bill provides power
for the police to scarch any person without a
warrant, I have scen officers in country dis-
triets earrying out their duties and getting on
well with the community. I know of other
police officers who, if given the power to
geareh without a warrant, are not to be
trusted. There is no telling how far they will
go. The Bill also provides for a penally of
£20 if a person is found earrying firearms
unlawfully between 7 a.m. and 7 pm. T can-
not see why there should be any distinetion,
simply beeause the weapon is carried at night.
In the country distriets people have to use
their fircarms at night and T cannot see why
it iz a more serions offence to carry a rifle
after 7 p.m, It iz also provided that if a per-
son carrvies firearms after 7 p.m. and hefore
7 am. he will be liable to an additional
penalty of six months’ imprisonment, Then
again power 1s vested in the Commissioner of
Poliee, or a police officer, to refuse a license
to persons of intemperate habifs. When
kangareo shooters come into town they very
often take a drop of drink. If we place the
power in the hands of the police officer to
say whether an individual is of intemperate
habits, he ean refuse to grant a license to
kangaroo shoofers. Some of those men are
among the best shois in the State, and I ean-
not understand why we should be asked to
place such powers in the hands of the police.
I am at a less to understand why it is de-
sired to give an officer power to say that
because a man happens to take a drop of
drink he slould be refused the right to have
a license. Of course, there is provision for an
appeal, but we know what the cost of earry-
ing out an appeal amounts to, and it is not
everybody who can afford to appeal, The
Bill also prohibits the sale of fircarms by any
unlicensed person, and power is practically
given to any person to ask another who may
desire to dispose of a gun, whether he holds
2 license for the sale of firearms. There is
alse provision that any gun dealer, or a re-
pairer of guns, must have a certificate, and
for the privilege of having that certifieate
he must pay £1. Tt stands to reason that that
charge will bé passed on, and it will mean a
further tax on those who depend en the gun
for a livelihood. Why shoull a person he
prohibited from realising on his firearms if
ho should have no further use for them?
Another objectionable provision is that an

[ASSEMBLY.]

officer may search any cart, vehicle, boat or
vessel in which he suspects there may he fire-
arms, as the result of which a breach of the
peace may be committed. The Bill aiso deals
with the safe keeping of firearms, It may
so happen, however, that the owner of a crop
may desire to keep a gun in a handy position
in order to use it to destroy animals, and if
anyone should get away with that gun, and
leave it lying about, the owner will be liable
to a penalty in addition te running the risk
of losing the gun. The Bill also deals with
the handling of weapons by children under
1G years of age. I contend that parents or
guardians should teach children how to use
firearms; in fact, the vse of fircarms should
be ineluded in the school curriculum. We are
aware that many aceidents arise out of the
careless use of the pea-rifle, but that is often
the fanlt of the parents. 1 have a boy and
I taught him at about ten years of age how
to use firearms. Weo frequently find that lads
of from ten to 15 years of age are better
shots than their parents, The careless use of
firearms is often the result of want of know-
ledge. There is a c¢lause also which pro-
hibits the use of the maxim silencer. We are
awarc that kangaroo shooters make use of
this silencer, and are tuus able to get close
to the kangaroos. Why should we prohibit
the use of it? I have here an extract from
the ‘'Murchison Times’’ dealing with this
proposed legislation, and the article is such
that 1 am justified in reading it to the
House:—

A Bill, having for its objeet the better
control of persons possessing firearms, is
now bhefore Parliament. The main feature
is the imposition of a ds. fee for registra-
tion, to he controlled by the head of the
Police Department, who is to judge whether
the person applying for registration is
mentally fit or perhaps an alier to whom it
“may be umdesirable to issue registra-
tion.’”  Although not clearly stated, an-
other object aimed at is to try to pre-
vent the too often recurrence of aceidental
deaths, which are the result of careless and
ignorant use of fircarms. 1In this latter
direction, the Bill as it stands will not de
much by way of minimising the evil. Very
few deaths occur through the usec of fire-
arms, either in hands of murderers or men-
tally deficient persons, Whereas a great
many fatalities occur through the careless-
ness and ignorance of persons who are as
sane as most people. The provisions of
the Biil do not restrict these persons from
obtaining firearms further than imposing
5 fee of 5s. Tgnorance, cartelessness, and
the make of the weapon seem to be the
main factors in causing the deaths of the
grreater number, and it is safe to say that
the build or make of the weapon is the
worst of all. From its infancy a child is
taught by giving it a fey pun—quite the
opposite to what it should be taught re-
garding firearms. TIs it any wonder that
later when handling the real article mis-
takes occur? Why net insert a elavse in
the Bill that children be taught in our
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sckools how to hamndle firearms? Then in
regard to the type of fitearm allowed to he
sold. A very large percentage of acci-
rents caused by firearms occur through the
usez of guns which have the striking ham-
mer exposed. In proof of this, a perusal
of coronial inquiries will reveal the faet,
Here are some of the explanations given
and accepted as the cause of the accident—
“‘*The hammer slipped,’’ ‘‘the hammer
must have struck somcthing,”’ or ffthe
hammer got caught whilst pulling the gun
towards him.'" Tn view of the faet that
hammerless guns are made, would it not be
A wise precaution to prohibit the sale of
all weapons having the hammers exposed.
In regard to the pea rifle, which is a ham-
mer gun, this deadly little toy is exception-
ally dangerous through being by far too
short, thus allowing even a small lad to
lenn over the muzzle whilst the bhutt is
Maced an the ground. The Hon. J, Sead-
dan, who introdueed the Bill, does not
appear to he very certain as to the measurc
of good the Bill will do, and secms to in-
vite assistance in amending it. Why not
amend it by introducing clanses: (1) Pro-
hihiting the sale of all firearms having the
hammer exposed, (2) Making it compul-
sory that echildren be taught at school the
proper manner in which to handle firearms
and warned of the great danuer of ecarve-
lessness regarding same, (3)That no pen
rifle less than 4ft. 6in, in length be regis-
tered. The insertion of thesc clavses in
the Bill would materially strengthen it and
tend to lessen the chances of accidents
ceeurring.

T know the anthor of the artiele; he has had
congiderable expericnee in the hack country,
and hns used firearms of every deseription.
T am in thorough aceord with the latter por-
tion of the artirle dealing with the pea-rifle.
Regarding hammer guns, T have known of
accidents happening through the hammer get-
ting caught. The hawmmerless gun is prac-
tically safe from the point of view that there
is no danger of it going off. Generally speak-
ing, T am opposed to the Bill because it is
nothing but a taxation measure, and will not
bear equally on the people, It will bear
more heavily on those living in the distant
country districts who are less able to meet
the burden. The Bill gives too great a power
to tie police. What will be asked of us next?
1f we give the police all the power proposed
in the Bil), ‘the next thing will be thai we
shall be asked to give power to enable the
authorities to enter a person’s house. We
may cxpect to hear that it is proposed to
introduce legistation to tax walking sticks
which may be put up as maxim _silencers.
I intend to vote against the second reading,
and hope that the Bill will be rejected.

AMr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [5.13]: I have
pleasure in endorsing the remarks of the
member for Beverley (Mr. Broun}. I can-
not see that there is any great need for the
Bill. It is trve that we have had accidents,
particularly with the pea-rifle, but those ac-
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eidents are few in number compared with the
number of people who use that rifle, It will
be a great injustice, in fact it will be ex-
tremicly hand if youths of 10, 12, or 14 years
of age are forbidden to use rifles, even the
small saloon rifles which are so valuable in
an orchard. In my orchard we destroyed

25,000 to 30,000 silver-cyes in eight or
ten vears. The consumption of ammuni-
tien was 3,000 or 4.000 cartridges a
year, and most of them were fired by

children  as  young as 10 years. Both
boys and girls are useful where the bird pest
i3 troublesome. ‘We destroyed as many as
230 birds in one day. Tf the age of
M were fixed, it would be a serious
matter for the orchardists. Few mem-
liers  realise the enormous  destruction
wrought by this one pest alore. In
(taltop’s vineyard, when the vines were in full
bearing, about 50,000 cartridges were used
Yearly and praciically the wholc of them were
fired by s¢hool ehildren. T would be sorry to
see further taxation imposed in this way. If

it is desired to get o record of all
arms held by the publie, let the regis-
dration fee be nominal. The age limit
would have te he reduced to cnable

children to nssist the orchardists in Qestroy-
ing these pests, Rabbits are assuming seri-
ous proportions. Last year they ate ount all
the young vines in two vineyards at Toodyay.
Over 400 vines were destroyed in one case,
and in the other case the whole of the vine-
yard was destroyed. Youths of 12 to 14
years are better marksmen than many adults
and they prove very useful in destroying
rabbits. The same argument might be ad-
vanced with regard to marsupials. In
Committee [ hope that the age limit
will be redueced to 12 and that the
registration fee will be comsiderably lowered,
There are pests other than those I have men-
tioned that are troublesome and have to be
coped with. The operations of the cxist-
ing law are restricted to areas within
a few miles of inunicipalities. I agree with
the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson) that it
would be a hardship for hunters to have to
pay a license fee for each gun. In many
cases they have quite a number of guns. The
Bill requires to be materially amended in
many directions.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (rilbara) [5.20] 1L
ask members to oppose the second reading.
The Minister has not given any sound rea-
acns for passing the Bill. As the member
for Cue {(Mr., Chesson) has pointed out, it
will be not only a tax on a section of the
people, but a vexation. It will he one of
those paltry, miserable, vexaticus taxes that
antagonise the people who, after all, are the
producers in this State. The Minister said
the Bill followed largely on the lines of
legislation in foree in England, Victoria, and
New South Wales. Imagine trying to apply
a law to Western Australia on the ground
that it is in force in England! Is that any
reason at all? The other large States of
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Australia—Queensland, South Australia and
the Northern Territory—have not adopted it
and we are in a position similar to theirs,
Yet the Minister says because a similar law
is in force in England, where is nothing to
shoot, it shouid be adopted here. There may
have been something to shoot in Ireland a
few years ago. All there was to shoot in
Ireland was landlords, but they have given
out.
Mr.
Wales?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: That State is one-
third of the size and has eight times the popu-
lation of Western Australia. Can any com-
parison be drawn there? It is proposed that
the measure be administered by the police.
Most of the police exercise considerable dis-
eretion, but a percentage do not, and I ean
imagine a man being brought in 40, 50, or
possibly 100 miles from the back country and
taken before a magistrate and fined 5s. be-
canse he had not a licenze for a gun, a gun
probably purchased by somecone passing
through the Jistriet, the new owner not be-
ing a gun dealer. The policeman would say,

Davies : What abont New South

“*You have two guns and only one license.”

Come with me.’’ The Minister said the Bill
would minimise aecidents, If we want to
minimise aecidents, we should first prohibit
aeroplanes, but more dangerous even than
aeroplancs are motor cycles. Almost every
day of the week we read of two or three
accidents with motor eycles, but we do not
read of one accident a month with a gun. If
the objeet of our legislation is to prevent ac-
cidents, let us start on those machines that
cause most accidents.

The Minister for Mines: A lot of people
die in bed.

Mr. TNDERWOOID: T am aware of that,
but not owing to accidents. A gun is infin-
itely more essential to the development of this
State than is a motor cycle. Some members
have referred to the pests. The member for
Toodyay (Mr. Picsse) mentioned the silver-
eye, and reference has been made to kan-
garpos. 1f there were no kangaroo shooters
in the North-West, there would be practically
1o sheep. The kangarcos wounld eat out the
whole of the country and it would be impos-
sible to keep sheep in that part of the State.
The only way to keep kangaroos down is with
the gun. Again, the gun is very handy for
dealing with the dingo pest. 1 know of no
instrument so handy for killing a snake. If
a snake gets into some place where it is im-
possible to reach it with a stick, a shot-gun
is the finest thing to kill it. When we go
into the bush we have to run the risk of these
things, and why should we be penalised, com-
pelled to pay a license, put to the vexation
of having our places searched by the police,
and compelled to travel miles and miles to
take out a license Hasg the Minister shown
that accidents are increasing? The use of
firearms is increasing. Has he shown any
more reason than existed 20 years ago for this
prohibition on firearms? Y can show that
there iz more necessity for their use nowadays,
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owing to the inerease of pests outside the
municipal areas? The Minister said that if
a licensed person lent his gun to someone not
entitled te have a gun, the owner would be
responsible. In answer to an interjection, he
admitted that if the borrower committed a
murder, the lender would not be responsible
for the murder. What responsibility does he
take? .

The Minister for Mines: It is a ¢ontraven-
tion of the Act?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He could be brought
before a magistrate and fined 10s:

The Minister for Mines: What would you
do?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Why trouble about
such a paltry thing?  The Xinister said
aliens may not be allowed to own firearmas.
Has he put up any case to justify that? Has
he shown that aliens have dome any harm
by holding firearms? None at all. I remem-
ber the incident at Breome, but the aliens
there had no firearms. I remember Matamin,
but he hit 2 man out with a stick. T remem-
her another who shot the owner of the Mulla-
munda station, but he used a gnn belonging
to the station. When a Minister introduces
legislation of this description that is going
to aggravate a very large seetion of the peo-
ple, he should justify it by quoting actual
instances of danger having arisen. The
AMinister shonld have given us sowme instances
to prove that a measure such as this would
have prevented an accident or an offence,
Throughout his speech the Minister refrained
from attempting to show that the Bill wonld
in the slightest degree decrease the risk of
aceident with firearms. He can only tell us
that some people will be liable to prosecntion
and a fine of 10s. if the Bill passes. Under
this measure everybody owning a gon will be
in the disagrecable position of possibly hav-
g his premises searched by a police con-
stahle, and of possibly being hauled before
a magistrate for a matter of 5s. I think the
Government would do well to drop the Bill

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [5.32]: The
Bill represents an mnmwarranted interference
with the liberty of the suhjeet. We are get-
ting too mueh of this license business, par-
tieularly in the outback arcas.

The Premier: There is a gun license now.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But it is mot very
strietly cuforeced. To debar anybody from
owning a gun for fear of something that
may happen is quite unnecessary. Accidents
are liable to occur in any eircumstanes. The
Tnspection of Scaffolding Bill is intended to
prevent accidents on seaffolding. But scaf-
folding is a different thing ‘rom a gun. It
has been proved that in the past scaffolding
has not been so safe as it ought to have been.

Mr. A. Thomson: That has not been
proved.

Mr, WILLCOCK: I know of an instanee
in point. But pecple do not ge about with
dangerous firearms, simply becaunse they know
that these are lable to go off and injure the
bearers.  People in the outback portions of
the State make  use of firearms, and get a
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considerable amount of recreation out of
doing s0. This Bill represents just that little
hit of extra taxation which is apt te prove
the Iast straw.

The Premier:
licenses now,

Mr. WILLCOUK:  Outback residents do
not have to pay. The passing of this Bill
will mean that the man outback will not take
out a license and will not have a gun, On
the Murchison, 1 can state from experience,
nearly everyhody has a gun. In every camp
of fettlers there are one or two persons who
own guns, though the weapons are not used
very e, Three or four wen eamped to-
gether cannot play cricket or football, anil
therefore on Suturday afternoons they ge out
with pons, to provide themselves with o little
amusement and incidentally to obtain a little
meat.  Perhaps what we have heard about
Bolshevist propaganda  and  1ed  revolution
has got on somebody s nerves, and he is de-
terminedl to find out where all the guns are.
“Hon, W, O, Aagwin: The revolutionaries
would not he liernsed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: XNo, All over the eoun-
try we hear of foxes hiaving been seen. That
pest shonld bhe stopped in its ineeption, in-
stead of being practicatly encouraged by this
vexations Bill.

The Premier: Can you tell me how many
preople have lost their lives owing to careless-
ness with firearms during the last year or
twol

Mr. WILLCO(CK: The Minister for Mines
should have told us that in moving the second
reading.  He ecun obtain the information
from the police, If we hLad it, we should be
ithle to form an intelligent judgment on the
Bill. I have not heard of an extraordinary
number of accidents from the use of fire.
arms.  Possibly there is one every two or
three months, and probably there would be
the same number if this Bill were passed.
People cannot always be watching children,
and it is true that young chilidren are apt to
get hold of firearms when the clders are out.

Mr. Chesson: Many accidents have been
caused through defective fircarms.

AMr. WILLCOUK: Little childreu of seven
or ecight are frequently the canse of accidents
with fircarms, That is the age at which cas-
ualtics of that kind are most likely to occur,
But boys of 12 or 13 can use firearms with
benefit to themselves and their pareats. They
can provide food, und keep down foxes, wild
dogs, crows, and other pests. 1 do not con-
sider this Bill necessary at all. Tt will mean
a grievous harm to the people cutback, Tt
is a form of taxation frequently introduced
into this House, penalising oo one te any
great extent but amounting to a good deal
in the aggregate. These taxes annoy the
people. If the tax were knocked out, the
Government would not go on with the Bill

People have te pay gun

_ The Premier: Oh, yes! We do not want
the tax.
My, WILLCOCK: I think the Govern-

ment wourld very soon drop the Bl if the
tax were strmek out.
The Premier: Not at all
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Mr. WILLCOUK: Then I shall eertainly
move in Committee that the taxing provision
of the Bill be struck out. I agree that the
taxation feuture of the Biil is an iniquity,
and that the demand for everybody to rewis-
ter is another iniguity, I strongly oliject to
the provision that the police may search
houses. In faet, I de not think there is any-
thing in the Bill that I ¢an support. There-
fore I oppose the second reading.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.41]: The
disadvantages and hardships which would ac-
erue to the people outbark from the passing
of the Bill as it stanrds have been ably put
forward by the member tor Pilbara (Afr.
Gunderwood) and other hon. members repre-
senting  distant  constituencies. There are,
however, onc or two provisions of the Bill
whieh would be of decided advantapge to the
State.  Probally effect could be given to
those provisions by an amendment of the ex-
isking Act, in place of pnssing this Bill. i
suprport what the member for Pilbara has said
as to the inerease of dingoes at a very rapid
rate throughout the State. Then there are
rabbits and even foxes. Ta the further east-
ern portions of the Gascorne district, eagle-
hawks are creating many losses amongst
lambs, The consequence is that the pastoral-
ist, whencver he hLas a bonndary rider or a
station hand going out to do any work, ¢n-
deavours to see that the man carriss a gun
with him, in the hope that if an opportunity
oecurs of petting rid of a Aingn ur eagle-
hawk, the gun will be used. We cannot ex-
pect all station hands to take out gun li-
censes anil supply themselves with guns. Con-
sequently, if the Bill is passed, the station
owner would have to carry 10 or 12 firearms
on the property. That is not a great hard-
ship, perhaps, but still it is a penalty; and
we should endeavour te help the pastoralist
to get rid of the pests which are becoming
80 numerous throughout Western Australia.
Further, it i3 an advantage to us to encourays
our lads and vonng men to become aeccus-
tomed to the use of firearms. Every on-
couragement should be given them to ae-
quire such kmowledge. After all, it was not
the cadets who made such a name for Aus-
tralia in the war, but men of maturcr vears,
aceustomed to rough riding and the use of
firearms. T trust the Government will not
insist on the Bill geing through in its present
form, An amendment of the existing Act, to
prohibit boys from carryinyg firearms, and
getting rid of one or two other abises now
existing, would suflice in place of this Bill

The MIXISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddav—aAlbany—in reply) [544]: T am
not altogether surprised at the eriticism of
the Bill, beeause I am doubtful whether many
raembers really know the provisions of the ex-
isting law, It was very cvident from the re-
marks of the last speaker that that hon. mem-
ber {does not know the present law. He em-
phasised only one point, with regard to which
T may remark that no amendment of existing
Jegislation is necessary to prevent young per-
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song from heolding a gun license. The only
difference between the Bill and the Act of
1885 is that firearms all cver the State will
be registered, instead of merely those within
munieipalities and within five miles beyond;
and the ndministration will be in the hands
of the police. At present it is a dead letter.
‘We are bringing legislation for the control of
firearms into line with that of the other
States. The only real objection raised to the
Bill is that it imposes a 3s. fee in respeet of
each firearm, When I moved the second
reading I explained that I had no objection
to making the fee cover all the firearms in
possession of any one person or family.

Mr. Marghall: Would the Bill prevent ac-
cidents with firearms?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
not. Yet we desire to do 11 we can to pre-
vent accidents. Social legislation is passed,
not because everybedy in the ecommunity
is a wrongdoer, but for the protection
of those who are not wrongdoers. The Bill ig
not to prevent the use of firearms, but merely
their misuse to the danger of persons in the
vicinity. Only recently between Perth and
Bunbury a man took a revolver into-a rail-
way compartment and insisted upon showing
its action to those in the carriage. TPresently
he accidentally shot a man.

Mr. Marshall: Well, if he had been licensed
under the Bill, eould not the accident have
happened just the same?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, cer-
tainly. We have a law prohibiting the furious
driving of motor cars, yet it does not prevent
accidents with motor cars.

Mr. A, Thomson: You will not allow any-
body withont a license to drive a motoer ear,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And even
that does not prevent all accidents, Htill, we
try to do all we can in that direetion. Capital
punishment does not prevent murder.

Mr. Underwood: Well, why bring this in?
It will not be effeetive.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: It will be
cffeetive, at all events, to some extent. We
have here a law prohibiting the hon. member
from interjecting in this Chamber, yet he
persists in interjeeting, and even makes most
of his speeches in that way. Still that is not
to say we should abolish that law. The Bill
will serve to reveal where the firearms are,
how they are kept, and the conditions under
which they are used. The member for Cue
{Mr. Chesson) suggested that we should pre-
vent the sale and use of all firearms with
hammers. There might be something in that.
It was also suggested to me that under the
Bill we ghould allow the use of no firearmns
with fewer than three actions. Probably that
would serve to prevent accidents—but where
would the snnke be while one was getting
through his three actions? I have bad ex-
perience with guns, and I know how handy
the quick action is when there is a snake td
be dealt with. There is nofhing in the Bill
tu prevent a gun being used for the killing
of a snake. Indeed, it is merely an extengion
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of the legislation of 1885, I agree with the
member for Beverley (Hon. F. T. Broun)
that we ought not to restriet the use of fire-
arms for legitimate purposes. It would not
be desirable to restriet the use of poison for
legitimiate parposes ; yet we make laws
against the use of poison for other than
legitimate purposes. That is all we are do-
ing in respect of firearms. I huve no desire
to impose any restriction on the use of fire-
armg for legitimate purposes.

Hon, F. T. Broun: Yet in this you are
penalising by £3 per annum every farmer
with three sons.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member hops in and ocut like a ehirpy spar-
row. He did not hear the spsech with which
I moved the second reading. I then told the
Chamber that we would be prepared to make
the fec merely a nominal one, and to provide
for the one fee covering all fircarms held by
one family.

Mr. Underwood: How many accidents are
there under present conditions?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member would know if he read his newspaper.
During the Jast twelve months there have been
many accidents among children. A mere boy
attending a primary school in Perth went to
a dealer, purchased a revolver and ammuni-
tion, carried it into the schoel and, although
he knew nothing whatever about it, showed it
to the other children, It is necessary that
we should provide for the proper control of
firearms and the licensing of gun dealers.

Hon. F. T. Broun: I have no objection
to the licensing of gun dealers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, when
the dealer takes out the liceuse, we must re-
strict him in the sale of guns, must provide
that he may sell to some persons, but not to
others, We have exactly the same provision
in the Poisous Act,

Hon. ¥. T. Broun: But has the Minister
considered what the effect will he?

The SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
on the second reading diseuss the Bill in
Committee,

The MINISTER T'OR MINES: Accidents
will happen, irrespective of precautionary
measures, We have had accidenis jn this
Chamber: umbrellas falling from the gallery,
and radiaters knocked over and broken. We
do not wish to restrict the proper use of fire-
arms, bot we want to preseribe that they shall
not be used in a manner dangeroua to the
community. Even in and around the city
of Perth firearms are used; and there are mo
means of stopping it, because the existing
system of registration represents merely the
payment of a license fee. Boys use pea-rifles
in Perth.

Hon. I, T. Broun: And you allow them
to be used in shooting galleries.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: How many
aceidents ocenr at shooting galleries? If that
were the only danger, there would be little
need for the Bill, We do not desire to make
of this a taxipg measure. The fee will be
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only a nominal one. We must put a restrie-
tion upon the free use of fircarms, and we
propose te do that by placing the responsi-
hility en persons in possession of firearms.

Mr, Dicese: Can you not get sufficient regis-
tration onder the existing Act?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Xo, it
applies only to municipalities and areas with-
in five miles beyond. Moreover, the existing
Act is a dead letter. It is administered by
a Treasnry official. The proposed legislation
is operating in several of the States of Aus-
tralia and in New Zealand.

Mr. Underwood interjected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is
what the Commissioner of Police in New Zea-
land said in his annual report.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member should
have presented this document when moving
- the second reading, He is not now replying
to statements made in the course of the de-
bate,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But the
member for Pilbara said——

The SPEAKER: The Minister nced not
reply to interjections.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
seeond reading I said the proposed legisla-
tion was operating in Great Britain, in some
of the Eastern States, and in New Zealand.
In his annual report, the Commissioner of
Police in New Zealand said—

Arms Act, 1920.—This Act, which came
into forece in January, 1921, entailed 2
great amouni of work upon the police, but
this is deercasing with the completion of
the original registrations and as persons
who have, or desire to obhtain firearms, are
becoming edueated to the provisions of the
Act. The system of registration has re-
vealed the taet that there was an extra-
ordinary aumber of firearms in the Do-
minion; and, though none but automatic
pistols were ealled in, there is no doubt
than in the course of time a striet but fair
and uniform enforcement of the Aet will
result in a reduction in the number of fire-
arms in proportion to the increased popula-
tion, and also a considerable reduction in
the number of cases in which the more
dangerous class of firearms is in the pos-
session of irresponsible persons and others
who have no legitimate use for such wea-
pons. The consequent effect of this should
be fewer accidents, less use of firearms in
committing crimes, and greater safety for
the public generally.

That is all we are aiming at.

Mr. Underwood: How, under the Bill, are
you to find out who are responsible?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Respon-
sible for what? JIf we could adopt the atti-
tude the hon. member is seggesting, no crime
would ever be commitied. We could find out
before the person intended to commit the
erime that he proposed to do so, and we could
then prevent him. Under this Bill we will
have a proper record of all firearms, and
those that it is dangerous for irresponsible
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persons to handle. If aceidents oceur after
all these precautions, we cannot be held re-
sponsible.

Mr, T'nderweod: You are avl responsible
afterwards, and ean do no good hefore.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member ought to ask for the repeal of the
Aet, If it is found desirable to provide for
the registration of all firearms in municipali-
ties, it should be equally desirable to provide
the conditions laid down in this Bill. The
aceidents that occur are not always attribut-
able to those who use firearms for the de-
struction of vermin. No one ought to be per-
mitted to indulge ecarelessly in sport to-the
injury of others. A man can still shoot kan-
garoos under this Bill, even if they are out
of season, and other game as well, but he
will have to wse his fircarms in a proper
way, and care for them afterwards so as to
prevent others from taking them and injuring
or killing some person. It is always the de-
clared unloaded gun that goes off. Apart
from Lhe provision that every person in pos-
session of & gun shall require to register,
there is no restriction imposed by the Biil
upon the use of firearms other than exists to-
day. There may be some slight inconvenience
caused to persons through baving te take out
licenses, and such licenses may be made to
cover a period of five years if it is desired.
The Bill will call upon those peopls whe are
in the habit of using such dangerous firearms
as automatic pistols and revolvers and ham-
merless guns, to say nothing of the pea-rifle,
to do so in the right way. We are entitled
to provide for the proper control of firearms.
Tt a person wilfvlly lcaves a loaded firearm
Iving about fo be taken possession of by
some child and used to the detriment of
others, he ought to be held regponsible. These
are practically the only provisions contained
in the Bill.

Question put and negatived; Bill defeated.

llon. W. C. Angwin: Mr. Premier, are you
going to move the adjournment of the House?
The sceond reading of a Government Bill has
heen defeated. That has always becn recog-
nised as a defeat of the Government.

The Premier: I want you to take the re-
sponsibility.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24.
In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from 18th September; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Department of Lands and Repatriation
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell, Minister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £96,446 (partly
congidered).

Hon. F. T. BROUN (Beverley) [6.5]: 1
congratulate the Premier upon his efforts to
develop the group settlement system, apd to
open up the vast areas of the South-Weat.
That part of the State is capable of growing
some of the finest products im Australia.
For 20 years people have complained that we
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have been importing into Western Australia
products that could be grown here. In the
South-west all these products can be grown
and a large outgoing prevented. 1 have
listencd to the eriticism against group settle-
ment. I admit there is fawlt to be found
with the administration, but on the whole the
metheds and poliey have so far been satis-
factory. I congratulate the Premier upon
this gigantic undertaking. It will involve the
expenditure of a large sum of money, Tt is
only natural that there should be a eertain
amount of loss in developing such 2 big
scheme, and in opening up so much new coun-
try. Last year I had the privilege of visiting
two of the group scttlements, and was greatly
intercsted in what was being done there. It
has been pointed out that a great portion of
the land in the South-West will increase in
value as the years go on. A sum of at least
£60 an acre has been mentionod as being the
fulure value of these blocks. Tn the clearing
on the No. 41 group I noticed that a large
number of karri butts had been left on the
ground. Tt would be too expensive to take
out all the timber, but many of these butts
eould have heen burned with the timber that
was raked up and burned in other parts of
the block. On account of the manner in
which the burning off was earried out, much
time and labour were wasted. The re-
aults obinined were not as cfficient as they
might have been. The first cost of clearing
is the one chiefly to be considered. That cost
will be set agninst the valne of the bhlocks
in  the future, Had the hutts been
burned out in the way I have sug-
gested, more land wonld have heen made
available fer cultivation. At least one-
fifth of the Jland in the group T
have mentioned is eovered with stumps, whieh
will remain for a considerable period. It is
only possible to get rid of them now by means
of explosives, which is too costly a procedure.
These butts will, therefore, be in the way
of the plough and the other implements used
in farming. Apart from this phase of the
settloment, one cannot eomplain. Those who
have inspeeted the various blocks recently
say that good progress is being made, and
that there is cvery likelihood in the neur
future of the settlers being able to stock their
land and commence earning a livelihoed upon
it. I have no doubt there will be great pros-
perity throughout the South-West. What is
needed there is a supervisor who understands
clearing and economic methods of farming.
With such eapable supervision the scheme
must be a suceess. I fear that the Premier
has not the men at his disposal who have the
necessary  experience to  dircet these group
settlers, and teach them how to carry on their
-work cconomically. Experienced men of this
character are few and far between. In 1811,
when I first stood for Parliament, the Pre-
mier was condemned for opening up the
~wheat belt. Had I taken the Premier into
my district at that time he would probably
have been crucified by the secttlers. When
putting np for Parliament 1 had to fight only
the Premier.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: There was a partial
drought then,

Hon. P. T. BROUN: Yes. I was confi-
dent, howevere, that Sir James Mitchell was
right in his poliey, that he knew what he was
doing, and that the onrtecome would bhe satis-
factory. The farmers who remained on the
Innd, in pursuance of that policy, are well-
off to-day.

Mr. Latham: They have made fortunes.

Hon. ¥. T. BROUN: They have done better
than we have along the Great Southern. Men
who nine years ago had practically nothing,
and did not know where the next meal was to
come from, are to-day riding in their motor
cars, have niee homes, and are mostly mar-
ried.

Hon, W. C, Apngwin: I hope some of your
memhers will recollect that when they are
pleading poverty.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. . T. BROUN: I was pointing
out how the settlers in the eastern districts
have progressed under the land settlement
scheme inaugurated by Sir James Mitehell.
I feel certain that as time goes on, the same
result will be found in the South-West. It

is trug that when a Dbig scheme is
undertaken to develop a belt of coun-
iry so heavily timbered, many difficulties

have to be contended with., I am eonvineed
that the scheme, under the able and optimistie
administration of the Premier, will be a sne-
cess. It depends almost entirely upon those
who are in eharge of the work, earrying out
the policy of the Premier. It has heen said,
inside and outside the House, that the Pre-
inier has mo poliey in conneetion with his
group settlement scheme. T have scen letters
in the Press from some of the settlers on
the groups, in which they stated that they
did not kmow what the policy of the Gov-
ernment was, so rar as the allotment of the
different blocks was concerned. When the
Premier replies, I would like him te make
a statement on that point. The scttlers
apparently want to know what their pogition
really is. When a man goes on to a group
he naturally is concerned about the conditions
applying te the blocks and he wants some
information to decide whether he will con-
tinue nand settle on a block.

The Premier: The scttler signy the condi-
tions befire he goes down!

Hon, ¥. T. BROUN: I am given to under-
stand that such is the case, but these state-
ments nre made outside the Chamber and
have heen repeated in letters appearing in
the Press. Those who received the com-
plaints would do well to go to the group
settloments themselves and find out the real
facts. There are men going to the group
settioments who will not be satisfied. There
is always a small percentage in every under-
taking, whatever it may be, who will be dis-
satisfied. Unfortunately, a few of those who
are digsatisfied are making these statements
and maturally their views are spread about
in reports and notice is taken of them, The
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result is that the scheme gets a bad name.
I am convinced it wili be successful and I
eangratulate the Premier upon undertaking it.
Some such movement was badly peeded in
Western Australia, particularly winen we reai-
ise how much money is going from the State
to purchase products we are capable of grow-
ing here. Regarding the opening up of new
land throughout Western Auvstralia, it has
been said by some members that there are
large estates that shonld be purchased by the
Government or brought within the scope of a
Closer Settlement Bill. Tt is not a wise polier
to repurchase estates until all the Crown landa
are czhausted. Every effort should be made
to have the available Crown land selected and
to see that these lands are exhavsted before
any such peliey of repurchasing estates is
undertaken,

Mr. Latham: Many of them are too [ar
from the railways.

Hon. F, T. BROUX: Crown lands are avail-
able within a reasopnable distance of the rail-
ways, more particularly in the South-West.  Tu
is not wise to break down before building up
something to show that the new condition is
better and more profitable than the old.
Many of the large cstates close to railways
are highly developed. At any rate, that re-
mark applies to the major portion of them
in the eastern districts. Those holdings are
producing well. It is impossible for mem-
bers to say by way of comparison that
land is not producing simply becauwse the
railways are not paying. Tt is impossible to
find out the exaet figures regarding produce
trangported over the railways, becavse in
many cases freight is paid at the other end
by the consignee. This makes it very difficult
to find out the amount of produce sent over
the railways. Many sneeessful Farmers are
doing much towards aiding the development
of our agricultural lands. New settlers com-
ing to the State have been brought in eon-
tact with agriculturists at meetings of
branches of the Farmers amd Settlers’ Asso-
ciation in their respective districts, and they
have been given advice by experigneed men.
1 wounld mention two in particular—Mr, A, J,
Monger and Mr. Burges. They have larpe
and highly developed properties. They do
not hesitate to give newcomers good advice,
and it is the more valuable because they are
conducting experiments on their properties,
That applies more especially to Mr. Monger
who, by reason of the top dressing system
which he has experimented with, has shown
results that will revolutionise land production
in the Great Southern and the eastern dis-
tricts. Under that system, the stock-carrying
capacity of the land will be increased and our
arcas will be able to carry two sheep to the
acre, instead of ome. I am cenvinced, after
farming for many years and gaing a lot
of ezpericnce, that our lands along the Great
Southern railway and in the eastern Qis-
tricts within, say, a limit of 30 miles
to the east and the west, do not comprise a
wheat growing area. Otber settlers are satis-
fied, too, that that is not the wheat growing
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rortion of the State. In order to successfully
grow wheat, we must go further east, into the
drier districts. Farmers are producing wheas
profitably there and some are making for-
tunes, Experience has shown that land soon
hecomes wheat-siek.  After taking off a couple
of crops, it is difficult to make the land as
productive as ever. Farmers cam tse wan-
ures, cultivate and work it in every way
possible, vet the necessary results cannot be
ohtained. We are now finding ocut that we
have been wasting our time on our holdings
in attempting to grow wheat. The result is
that farmers are now turning their attention
to the growing of rape, peas and oats for
sheep, and by top dressing, which of itself
produces clovers, we are increasing the stock-
carrying capacity of the land, particularly
with the ail of subterranean clovers. This
will be of tremendous advantage to the land
east and west of the Great Southefn. We
had to learn that from experience and we
find that our properties are hetter adapted
to that freatment. lan carrying out these
experiments and gaining this end, it cannot
be said that boldings in that part of the
State should be cut up into smaller areas.
I do not believe that any man should hald
6,000 or 7,000 acres in these distriets, but he
must be rllowed a fair area of land, othet-
wise he cannot continue on his property and
work it as he shonld. Every man who goes on
the land must expect something more than a
reasonable livelihood, He must secute a fair
profit, otherwise he will not be content
to stay there. To-day farmers have to
contend  with many  difficulties, more
particularly the different diseases that are
to be found in stock. T have proved myself
that it is neceseary to have a fairly large
area of laml so that a portion of it
may be left with timUer growing on it. When
the paddecks are denuded of all timber,
sheep discases inerease, and that is a matter
I intend to deal with later on when diseuss-
ing the Vote for the Agricultural Depart-
ment. One of the principal mistakes we have
made in the past has heen to allow stock to
graze in open paddocks, where there is no
timber country at all. If the arcas are eir-
cumseribed amid limited, a farmer cannot
work hig land successfully and keep it up to
the standard that it was in when he first
kroke it up. It is necessary te have a con-
siderable area so as to carry out the rotation
system—fallowing onc year, cropping the
next and leaving the stubble for fodder dur-
ing the third year. If the requisite area is
available, the farmer can keep the land up to
the required standurd and leave it of some
nse to those who may follow him on the pro-
perty. We do not want to take everything
out of the soil and starve it. By the grow-
ing of fodders under the top dressing sys-
tem, we will bring the land pgradually back
to standard. TUnder this system the land
along the Great Southern railway will
steadily increase in value, becavse the stock-
carrying capacity within 10 years will be prae-
tically doubled. That is a lot to say, but I
am pretty sure in making that statement
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from the experience T have had during the
last few years

AMr. Willegek: Will that mwean a sheep to

the acro?
Hon, F. T. BROUN: Yes. Quite that.
Mr. Latham: Some of the farmerz are

running a sheep to the acre now.

Hon., T. T, BROUN: That is so.
With increased cultivation of the soil
and keeping it uwp to standard, we
will improve the value of owr stock
and our wool. Tt would be astounding

to hon. membery if they looked back a few
years and noted the average weight of flecces
the stock were producing in those days and
compared the result with what is achioved
now. The quality of wool has improved and
the weight has nearly doubled.

My, Willcock: You went in for mutton
sheep some years ago.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Not altogether. I know
a number of settlers at Beverley who did not
do so. If we continue to eare for the soil as
we have been doing lately, there will be room
for hundrods of settlers to come on to those
areas, because we can cut down our blocks
considerably and live just as well and make
ns much as we arc making to-day on half the
areas. It is a mistake to have toe much
land. A man has not the money to cultivate
the whole of it, with the result that he is
carrying on 5,000 acres the number of sheep
he should be carrying on 2,500 acres. When
this policy is adopted, there will be room for
many more settlers along the Great Southern

line. The present, lowever, is not the
time to eut up hig cestates. We do
not need a Closer Settloment Bill  for
that purpose. What we desire can be

brought about hy an unimproved land tax.
Let us put it up five times, eight times
if you like, in order to foree those people
who hold land to ewltivate it. They should
either do that or get out.

Mr. Willeock: What would you reckon a
fair sized holding?

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Anything be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 acres. If there
happened to be a fair amount of roek
country, then wyou would mneed 3,000
acres. We should not attempt to pull
down a structure unless we ean put In
its place another which will prove more pro-
fitable and successful than its predecessor.
We should utilise the whole of our Crown
Jands, and when those lands are exhausted,
then we can say what we will do with the big
estates, This will probably be the last op-
portunity T will have of speaking on the
Lands Estimates, as I do not intend to stand
. for Parliament again. I do hope that the
Premier will be suceessful in his scheme of
land settlement and my good wishes go with
him, T will watech the progress being made
in the group settlements with special interest,
and should any other Government be returned
to power, I take it that that Government will
carry on the acheme, the foundation of which
was laid by the Premier, and that it will be
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built up as an cdifice of which the present
Premier may be proud,

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.50]: Everyone
is calling ont for economy to-day, but I did
not expect to find that it would be practised
in connection with the TLands Department.
The Estimates show that the Premier pro-
poses to spend less this year than he spent
last year. One wonders whether that is a
wise policy; whether it is economy in the
right direction. Iveryone to-day is looking
towards the land settlement poliey to clear
up the deficiency which has been recurring
year after year, and I hope the Premier will
not go hack on tbat policy simply beeause he
may desire to economise.

Ton. W. C. Angwin: The expenditure on
this policy is from loan.

Mr, LATHAM: But a lot of preliminary
work is paid for out of Consolidated Revenue.
T hope the Premier will tell the House what
ke intends to do along the southern boundary
of our coast land, that part of the State le-
tween the -Great Southern railway and ISs-
perance. There must be good land there
which could safely be used for wheat grow-
ing. I am concerned about the wheat produe-
tion of this State. It iz by that means that
wo can get revenue quickly., We should
utilise our wheat lands to the fullest extent,
and we should give our own people the first
opportunity to scttle on them, and then deal
with the newcomers afterwards. I hope the
Premier will send out officers who will be
capable of furnishing reports as to the class
of land in that territory te which I have
referred, so that we wmay know what it will
be capable of produeing, and that next ses-
gion his Government, or whichever Government
may be in power, will ask the House to fur-
nish a bigger sum for the opening up of that
area. I agree with the member for Beverley
(Mr. Broun) with regard to group settle-
ment. T believe we are going to make a sue-
cess of it, No matter what Government may
be occupying the Ministerial bench, whether
it be a Lahour, Country Party, or composite
Ministry, something will have to be done to
increase settlement on the southern areas.
Neo great harm will eome to this State even
if we do sacrifice some money in the process
of the development of the south. I do not
want to see the people go through the hard-
ships that were expericnced in Gippsland.
No one, T am sure, desires to see the saeri-
fice of human life which in Gippsland was
out of all proportion to the value of that
country. The Premier has adopted a wise
plan by appointing a speeial officer for the
purpose of supervising operations in connee-
tion with gronp settlement, because when it
comes to making payments of 10s. a day, a
careful watch must be kept on the work done.
Value must be given for the payments that
are made.

Mr. Davies: What would you suggest as an
alternative?

Mr, LATEAM: I am congratulating the
Premier on his poliey; I agree with it. Does
the hon. member wish me to say anything
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unkind about it I do not care who occupics
the Ministerial bench; I will stand behind
the Government if the policy of the Govern-
ment is the same as that now in progress.
We have to guard the State’s finances, Wao
are setiling the land on lines that were never
attempted before, and we have to be careful
to see that the money is not wasted. 1 hope
that the time of the officer who has been
appointed will he wholly devoted to watching
sperations in the South-West. The question
°f soldier scttlement appears to he evergreen
and will continue to be evergreen for years
to come. I hope the Premier will definitely
decide how he will finalise the promises made
o soldiers. There are many looking for land
and unable to get it. I do not agree with
the member for Beverley, who says that land
:an be had within a reasonable distance of a
ratlway. That may be so in the extreme
3outh-West, The Premier was very ncar the
mark two years ago when he said that we
werc exhausting our wheat lands and that we
1ad to turn our attention to the South-West.
[ believe that even every hlock in Fsperance
185 gone.  People are continually coming to
me asking me to assist them to get land,
mt they will not go to the South-Weat.
Land is not available in this State elose to
wisting railways unless we can, by experi-
nents, prove that the light country is cap-
ible of being successfully used. I hope ne
itiempts will be made to grow wheat on the
ight lands until the results of experiments
ire known. Regarding the soldiers, it seems
;0 me that the Eastern States are not pre-
yared to fulfil the promises made to the men
wnd that they are coming to Western Aus-
cralia to ask us to take up their burden, In
+ year or two it should be possible to finalise
il the promises made by the previous Gov-
yronment to these soldicrs. The Premier has
lene wonderful work in the settlement of
he wheat lands of the State. TLand which
vas considercd valueless and too high in
srice in the distriet I have the honour to re-
sresent i3 to-day bringing £6 and £6 10s.
in acre. That in itself should he sufficient
.0 satisfy the people that tha Premier will
ra on with his ideal in respect of land settle-
nent. © I sineerely hope that if it is only a
jucstion of spending a few more pounds in
he settlement of land, the Government will
ind thec money. The Premier has the .conﬁ—
lence of the people and if he oecupies a
imilar position in the next Parliament I
rust that the vote will be inereased instead
f reduced.

Mr, PIESSE (Toodyay) [7.55]: There is
yne matter that should'be taken in hand by
he Lands Department and it is that of water
mpply for the wheat areas. At the present
ime the Public Works Deonartment attend to
t, but seeing that it concerna the develop-
nent of the wheat zreas, it should he admin-
stered by the Lands Department. The Pre-
nier i3 aware of the difficulty that is ex-
jerienced in connection with the conservation
f water in the outback areas, and we are
i0ld in the Governor’s Speech that it is the
ntention of the Government to construet key
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d-ms.  This work, [ hope, will be carcied out
throngh the Lands Department and not the
Public Works [lepartment. because it should
b part aml pareel of land settlement,
There is another fuestion the Premier should
reconsider, namely, the purchase of large es-
tates. I join issue with the member for Rev-
erley (Hon. F. T. Broun). [ feel that now is
the time for the Government to make all the
purchases  possible  of big estates, many
of which from time to time have been
brought under their notice. Ouly last Fri-
day T was in the publie rcom of the Lands
Department and saw there four young men
in quest of land.  One of them said he had
beer there for five woeks seeking Crown
land, but land within reasonalle distance of
a railway was not obtainable, There are
several seore of voung men ready to tnke up
small holdings if they were only available.
On small holdings the initial cost of settlement
is much lighter and can be financed much
more casily than hig farming operations, We
arc awire of the high cost of machinery and
the limited capital at the command of applie-
ants to-day, If the Government bought only
one or two big estates—and there are many
offering at o reasonable fizure—they would
be readily taken up. The Buckiand Fstate is
an e¢xample. It was eut into bloeks that were
rather too small, 60 acres, wherens the mini-
mutn should be 106 acres. A hundred acres
of reasonably rieh land is sufficient to enable
an industrious man to get a living, and mere
than a living as times goes on. Several estates
were offerell to the Government quite recently.
I myself brought under the notice of the Pre-
mier two cstates. One was offered at £5 an
nere and was declined, but within a fortnight
it was sold at £5 10s. per acre. Sinee then
the price has risen considerably, These es-
tates cannot now be purchased for the price
at which they were obtainable 12 months ago,
Nothing will be gained by waiting. There

are  many youths in the ecity and also
sons  of farmers in  the counmtry ready
to take up small holdings if only they
were  available.  They of course can-

not buy lig estutes beeause they have not the
eapital. The Government should make a trial
by purchasing one or two large estates. The
other day the Premier visited Toodyay with
the Governor General and was driven through
two estates that were purchased a few years
ago. They were divided into 200 and 300
aere holdings, and to-dav the development on
those holdings is a ‘sight to see. The
only regrettable featere was that these
settlers werc not running as mapy milk-
ing cows as one would like to see.
These estates, however, prove the value of sub-
division. There are many estates aleng the
Avon that could he purchased.

Capt. Carter: How much would that land
be worth?

Mr. PIESSE: Trem €6 to £8 per acre,
whereas it was purchased a few years ago for
30s. an acre.

Capt. Carter: What has caused the increase
in pricet
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Mr. PTFSSE: Settlement, production and
the rise in land values. The MeIntosh estate
was under offer to the Government for years
at £4 or £4 10s, per aere., A richer property
could not be found. Mr. Gooeh, since de-
eeased, purchased the property for a stud
farm. It is as fine an agrieultural proposi-
tion as one could wish to own. There are
other suitable estates offering to-day, and if
they were subdivided, any capable man could
take up a holding. 1t is regrettable that men
ready to take up small holdings and possessed
of suflicient capital fo develop them have not
an opportunity to do so.

The Premier: They have.

Mr. PIESSE: I do not know where they
could purchase a small holding in the Avon
Valley at even £8 an acre.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Put on a tax and
the price will come down.

Mr. PIESSE: I do nof hold with that
view. Hew eould we discriminate between
one holding and another? Tn many instances
the unimproved value is £5 or £6 an acre.
The Premier should purchase some of the
estates at present under offer,

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8.5]: I
was very pleased to hear the remarks of the
member for Beverley (Hon. F. T. Broun) as
to the necegsity for bringing large estates into
production. My only regret is that the hon.
member has only bheeome converted to that
view at the eleventh hour. A little while ago
he opposed the principle. I have no objee-
tion to a man following the light when he
eventually sees it. I am sorry he does not
intend to seek re-election, beeanse he has gen-
e1ally shown a sincerity in his advoeaey of
that which would mean so much to the welfare
of the State. I wonld like to see him returned
to the House to support the policy he enun-
ciated to-night. The Premier has been con-
gratulated on the development of the group
settlements. While I shall not be a earping
critic, this is not the time to offer congratu-
lations on the scheme. Before many years
are over, the group settlement business will
be a source of great worry to those who are
in power. What will happen here is what
has happened in connection with other settle-
ments, 1 hope my prophecy will not prove
to be correct, but I am convinced that a num-
ber of group settlers will fail and a number
will become discontented and leave their
holdings. This will cccur as soon as the sus.
tenance allowance is cut off. T read in the
Press reports of a large number of soldiers
who had Jeft the settlements in Queensland,
and it was stated that the Queensland Gov-
ernment had failed in setiling these men. 1
went to Queensland, not to gather informa-
tion for party purposes, but to glean faets
for myself. I traversed the whole of the
group seitlements, spoke to the gentlemen
superintending them, and endeavoured to as-
certain the facts. The experience there was
the same as the experience everywhere else;
while the money was being spent, the settlers
gtayed on the land, but when the time eame
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for them te depend upon their own efforts
many of them became disheartened an¢
abandoned their holdings, The fault wa
not attributable to the Government. Tn m:
opinion, the Government had done too muecl
for them, When the Government lay them
selves out to provide special conditions fo
settlers and do not insist upon the settler

making somec sacrifice  for themselves
the recipients never value what is giver
to them. T know from cxperience tha

one beecomes attached to a properiy, not al
ways becauwse of its value, but because of the
labour and sacrifice entailed to get it to
gether. Therc is nothing so effective as ad
versity to stimulate in a man an appreciatior
for what he secures. Every man appreciate:
his property when he has battled to develop
it, made saerifices, exerted all his efforts tc
build it up and finally has sueceeded. It make:
him & more thrifty, contented and nsefu
settler than he otherwise would be. But pro
vide a settler with every possible convenienet
and facility and he does not value what it
done for him, because it is obtained toc
easily. That is what happened in Queens
land; that is what will happen here. In
Queensland the man who proposed to carty
o1 had his land well worked and looking clean.
The man who did not intend to carry on had
his land full of weeds and the place going tc
roin, T am satigfied that many of our set
tlers will not make good. A proportion will
fail, and I fear that unless they have a ready
market and a profitable market, they will
fail signally and become discontented as soon
as the sustenance allowance is taken from
them. Sooner or later the sustenance must be
stopped. The State cananot carry on a great
numher of settlers indefinitely. Members
talk of the great concessions secured by the
Premier in that the Imperial and Common-
wealth Governments each undertook to pay
one-third of the interest on £6,600,000 for
five years. We have to remember that it is
for only five years. The five years will not
be long in passing and the State will then
have to earry the whele of the burden. The
burden of the Commonwealth and of the Im-
perial Government iz a paléry few thousands
of pounds of interest, but the main responsi-
bility is ours for all time.

The Premier: It meant a million of money.

Hon. M. F. TROY: But we have to earry
the whole of the burden after five years, when
these settlers are still struggling. I wish the
group settlements well. I know "this country
must be setiled, but I deplore the faet of the
Premier putting all his eggs in one basket.
The Premier will persist in spending large
sums of money to settle people in the Soutk-
West, evidently without realising that some
day some Gevernment will have a very hard
time to carry them on. The same apirit is
cvinced in conmection with the LAB, A
large number of farmers are still on the
board. Members on the Government side
have said it was time the LA.B. was wound
up. Year by year the Government have been
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asked to make concession after concession and
there is apparently no end to the requests.
The Premier said a lot of money was being
spent in the wheat belt by way of advances
through the Agricnitural Bank. That is
natural; the producing population is in the
wheat belt.

The Premier:
spent there.

Hon. M. F. TROY: There i3 30 or 50
times as much population’in the wheat belt
as in the South-West. The Premier should
have experimented with the South-\West. He
might have started one or two group setile-
ments and given the system a trial and, from
the experience thus gained, he could have
gone on sueeessfully. But he has put on the
land men from the Old Country higgledy-pig-
gledy and we hear they are contented, Natur-
ally they are contented while they are getting
suatenance. They may as well be there as any-
where else. Ten shillings a day there is
worth 15s, 3 day in the city. While T realise
the disadvantages and disabilities of people
who work on the land, I maintain it is good
for the people to struggle and make saeri-
fices, beeause that which they win will be
sweeter in the end. From recollections of my
youth T know that people without any help
from Agrieultural Banks or Industries Assist-
ance Boards won through, and, as the result,
became attached to the soil, attached to the
rewards of their labour and sacrifices.

Mr. Latham: But the eost of their mach-
inery was much less.

Hon. M, F. TROY : We need not worry much
ahout the cost of machinery on group settle-
ments. There is ne more cost for machinery
there than on, say, maize crops in the East.
ern States, I distrust the ery that the work-
ers bave become worse. I was diseussing
that matter with a man from the East re-
eently, as also the common statement that the
sons will never do as muech as their fathers
did. The faet is that the older gencration
were simpler in their tastes, and lived for
their families and to establish their homes.
The onty regret I have to-day is that those
principles are not universal. In many
cases the properties of these old settlers
were mortgaged to the storekeeper up
to the hilt, Notwithstanding, they
struggled through, and their children inher-
jted the properties. A man said to me the
other day, '*What strikes me about Western
Australia” is that practically every man who
holds land here wants to sell it.’* To a cer-
tain extent that is true, but it will become
less and less so as the years go by. The
trouble here is that in our country districts
we have not the social life that obtains in
the country districts of the Eastern States.
There the farmers are closer together, and
are like a large family, wth common ambi-
tions. Where there is a lack of genial
companionship and pleasant surroundings,
the people will not be so contented.

Mr. J. T. Smith: They have those things
on the group settlements.

Twice as much is being
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Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I hope so. We ought
however, o be very caretul about the group-
settlements, and not invest too much money
in them right away. We should experiment
with them for a start. Meantime we coulil
extend gperations in the wheat belt and also
inerease the produetion of wool. Tn the
wheat belt a great many settlers have made
good. It is wy opinion that the wheat belt
offers the opportunity for & much greater re-

turn than can pessibly be secured in the
South-West,
Mre. J. H. Smith: Do you say that does

not apply in the Sonth-West?

Hon, M. F. TROY: The South-West is
not o country which can be developed so
quickly as the wheat belt, or with so little
capital.  No maun in his right senses will
question that staleiment.

Mr. J. 1. Smith: Is there no opportunity
in the South-West?

Hon, M, T, TROY: The hon. member has
in his coenstituency settlers who went there
with money, earefol men with good proper-
ties, but now unable to make a living, There
arc men in the Sonth-West whe eannot sell
their fruit to-day.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What are the names.

The CBAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. M. F. TROY: XNever
names.

Mr, J. H. Smith: T know the names.

The CHATRMAXN: Order! The member
for Nelsen must ohey the Chair,

Mr. J. H, Bmith:  And I will obey the
Chair, Sir, but I cannot allow a thing like
that to pass.

Hon. M, F. TROY: In the South-West
the scttler is producing mostly fruit and
potatoes, and to-day he cannot get a market
for his produce. Tn particular, the fruit mar.
ket is in a bad way. We see rcports in the
Press as to fruitgrowers not being able to
abluin a price for their prodnets. Therefore
the importont thing in a new country like
this is that we should produce those things
which have a market, and which will bring
a price.

Mr. J. H. Sith:
potatoes to-day?

The CHATRMAN: Order! Tf the hon.
member does not obey the Chair, T shall have
to compel kim to do so.

Hon. M. F. TROY: We ought not to he
spending our money on the production of
things for which there i3 no market. The
great thing for this country is to get as
much money as possible into it. The com-
modities which sell to-day are wool and
wheat, particularly wool.

Mr. Angelo: The world will come and
buy wool.

Mr. Underwood: And one can get rid of
a lot of butter and bacon.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Anyhow, the group
settlers will not be preducing those things for
years to come. There is a large area in the
castern wheat belt where, by the judicious
expenditure of a fair amount of money, the
Government .could hring into this country
millions of pounds by encouraging settlers

mind ths

What is the price of
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_to grow sheep. There is always a good price
for wool, and that is particularly so to-day.
We ought to be reaching out for that trade.
The wheat belt of this eountry carvies very
few sheep, the reason being, I understand,
that there is no fencing and that the settlers
are afraid of wild dogs. Would not the
judicious expenditure of money to emable the
wheat belt to carry a million sheep be more
advantageons than the expenditure of
£500,000 in the South-West? I cannot un-
derstand why that important principle is ab-
solutely neglected. And the same thing ap-
plies throughout the agrieultural portion of
the State. ‘The absence of water, the ab-
sence of fencing, and the depredations of
wild dogs, render it quite impossible for set-
tlers to ecarry on an industry which means
millions of pounds for Western Australia.
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Piesse) has
on more than one oceasion joined me in
stressing the absolute necessity for water
supply in country districts. I understand
that the Government policy is to provide a
number of key dams, which, in the opinion
of Ministers, will solve the water shortage,
I say a key dam here and another 20 miles
away will not overcome the difficalty. It is
surprising to me that the Government have
not a definite policy of water sapply. We
know that the Railway Department have
machinery by which they excavate a number
of dams in the covntry every year, The
Government should devise a plan for the
employment of similar machinery in excava-
ting dams or tanks on private properties at
a very reasonable cost. To-day it costs the
settler from 1s. 2d. to 2s. per cubic yard to
gsink a dam. He is so limited in regard to
money that he is unable to put down a tank
or excavate a dam which would tide him
over a dry spell. I contend that the Gov-
ernment could excavate dams and tanks at
1s, per cubic yard. It is useless for depart-
mental lecturers to go around the country ad-
vising farmers to fallow, bhecausc after the
fallowing there are as, many weeds as
ever on the land. This ought to be
fed over by stock, but the settlers
ecanoot carry stock because they have
not the necessary water supply. Therefore
I suggest the Government should organise a
travelling party to go from farm to farm
exeavating dams at a cost of 1s. per cubie
yard. Thus the settier would obtain for £200
a dam of twice the eapacity that he can get
to-day for such a sum. Again, it is said that
a great many new settlers cannot get land.
That is so, 2 I know from experience. We
are told that the land is all occupied. I say
it is not. Some is occupied, but there is a
defeet in the administration of the Lands De-
partment inasmuch as no proper inspection
is made to ascertain whether the necessary
improvements are effected on C.P. lands or
not. I know of a case where country has been
held practically unimproved by a settler for
12 years, whereas all the adjoining settlers
made great improvements. The seitler in
question should have cleared 500 acres, but
I guarantee that he bas not e¢leared 100
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acres. Yet he was allowed to draw on the
Agrievltural Bank up to £700 or £800. Even
the land that he has cleared is becoming
overgrown with suckers again, Where is
the inspection® Who is responsible¥ Why
do not the Agricultural Bank take action?
Why is the holder allowed to retain this
land to the detriment of others who want

qt, and also to the detriment of his
neighbours ¢

The Premier: Where is this land?

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1 can tell the

Premier. I was in the department on
one oceasion and saw a minate wherein
an officer advised that a certain property
should be handed over to a cer-
tain man. He asked me, ‘‘Do you know
the property?’* I said, "“Yes, and I am
utterly surprised about this. It iz not
my business, but I #will say now that if
you grant that property to that person
I will mention the matter in Parliament,
because it will be an ahsolute scandal.’’
That same person bhas his own property
now on the market for sale. T cannot
nnderstand how on earth that officer could
have reported that this man was a satisfae-
tory man to have the property. I will tell the
Premier all about it in confidence. I under-
stand the officer was well advised not to fall
into the error he was about to make. I know
of a number of properties in similar circum-
stances, instances of people holding on to
land without making ary improvements, and
without being subjected to inspection. Seven
or cight years ago an officer came to my place
te inspect the improvements. Since then I
have not seen an inspector np there. If the
department had a rigorous policy of inspee-
tion, it would be found there is a lot of land
which should be in the hands of new settlers.

Me, Latham: Your district must be an ex-
ception. I have seen none of this.

Mr. Davies: Do you mean inspection in
respect of advances made?

Hon. M. F. TROY; No, the inspection of
improvements. I have had numerous letters
about this.

My, Latham: One officer in the Lands De-
partment deals exclusively with inspections,

Hon. M. P. TROY: There ought to be a
dozen officers te look after it.

Mr. Latham: But they are not required.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They are required, I
am afraid some members of Parliament are
largely responsible for the fact that mo in-
spection is made. I am afraid to say what T
have been told about pressure brought to bear
on departmental officers ta induce them to
refrain from forfeiting. I could place
200 settlers within 100 miles of Geraldton,
where they would do better than they could
anywhere in the South-West. I could
show the Premier where he could place
200 settlers and, as I say, they would win
through in half the time required for succcss
in the South-West. I would settle those men
on grazing areas where water is immediately
available and where shecp can be carried in
the first year. I would not for a moment
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advocate for my own glorification anything
that might impose hardship on anybody, but
I know that we can settle hundreds of fam-
ilies on grazing arcas, provided the land be
given ai a reasonable price.

Mr, Latham: Do you mean sandplainf

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, sandplain will not
carry stock all the year round. It is good
only as a stand-by when one has better land
also. T do not carc whether the land be
freehbold or leasehold—indeced freehold is
largely a bugbear. Where the Government
have power of taxation, no man can say his
land is freehold. What we call freehold is
not freehold. I would rather have the land
leasehold, because the first principle is to give
the people the land and to insist that they
shall make use of it. I would not impose
burdens in the shape of heavy rentals or
repayments, but I wounld insist upon improve-
ments. The trouble with group settlement is
going to be the marketing. All this settle-
ment will undoubtedly resulf in inereased pro-
duction, but I want to know what the Govern-
ment propose to do in respeet of markets;
what the people are going to produce, and
when it is produced, what prices are they to
get. Do the Government propose to organise
any markets? You, Mr. Stubbs, and others
have referred to the markets of the far East
for Western Australian products.  What
scheme have the Government in mind to secure
those markets?

Hon. W, €. Angwin: The markets at Java
are of mo use to us.

Hon. M. I TROY: I understood they
would be. At all cvents T should like to know
what the Government propose. We cannot
rely upon private enterprise, because it has
been proved to be dishonest. Hon. members
returning fromn visits abread have told us
how Australian trade has becn ruined in the
Far East by unscrupulous Australian mer-
chants. The newspapers have deplored it.
The flour market in South Africa was ruined
by dishonest merchants, and the Common-
wealth Government had to pay some £150,000
in compensation. Private enterprise has done

more than anything else to ruin the
markets for us. The Chamber of Com-
merce  denounce State  enterprise, but

what alternative can they offer if they
cannot ingist upon strict morality and hon-
estly in their own members? The Govern-
ment ought to organise markeis abroad for
Western Australian products. There is a
ready market for wheat and wool, although
one of those commodities is bringing less this
vear than it did last year. If the Premier has
eome to the conclusion that there is no more
land for settlement in thig State, it is a bad
lookout for Western Australin. We are ad-
vertising throughout the world that our State
is bigger than many FEuropean countries
combined. Yel we are now told that a young
man seeking land has no opportunity in this
State.

The Premier: Oh, nol

Hon. M, F. TROY: We are told that there
is no more land in the wheat belt.
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Mr. Willeock: The wheat belt is fully de-
veloped.

Hon. M. F, TROY: No, it is not, I give
eredit to the Premier for his activities in
the development of the wheat belt, but be
cannot ¢laim the whole of the credit. The
farmers themselves deserve a lot of it. Mem-
bers on this side have kept settlement going
and pushed it on, and some of them have
accepted part of the burden of sticking to
the land and persevering. The wheat belt
settlers have succeeded, largely hecause dur-
ing the past few years they have obtained
high prices for their products. In one year
8s, 6d. per bushel was paid for wheat, in an-
other year 73, and again 6s. 3d. But we are
not going to get 8s. 6d. again for quite a
long time to come, and therefore we shall
have. to depend on some other produet fo
make up the deficiency. As T have said, a
Government looking ahead should be seeking
to encourage production hy getting the
world’s priee for our producers. I wish the
FPremier every success in respeet of group
settlement, but the time is not yet to offer
eongratulations. The time is coming when
the State will be called upon to bear a great
burden. Some Ministry of the future will be
the Ministry upon which will depend the
success or failure of group settlemecant. Tt ia
easy to borrow money and spend it; the
difficulty will come when we have to pay in-
terest and make return of the principal.

Mr. Davies: The same thing was said in
regard to the settlement of the wheat belt.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It was not said with
regard to the wheat belt. The wheat belt has
prospered because the wheat settlers received
good prices soon after the war concluded.
I'ndeed, there never had been such high prices
for wheat. People made large sums of money
on the wheat belt, but that time has now
passed. The whealgrower, inciuding the re-
turned soldier, has a sttuggle in front of him,
If the settlers are going to rely upon wheat
alone in order to make pgood, they will fail.
They must take up special lines and the
Government must encourage them to do so.
They must grow produee that will command a
ready sale and good prices. Abundant water
supplies are required in the eountry and
facilities for carrying sheep and other stock.

Mr. Underwood: That is the duty of the
squatter. He helps himself.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: Tho squatier starts off
first with the great encouragement of cheap

land. He is not concerned about freehold.
He pays from Ss. to 10s. per 1,000 acres as
rent. The basis of all successful settlement

is cheap land.

Mr, Latham: It is cheap enough here,

Mr. Davies: The group settlers get their
land for nothing.

Hon, M. F. TROY: A settler has to pay
£30 a year rent for his land in the initial
stages. He also has to pay interest on capital
invested, road board and vermin rates, and
buy machiery. at heavy cost. I waunld have
the settler given cheap land, I do pot say
freehold, but a cheap tenure of land on con-
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dition that he made use of it, and was de-
prived of it if he failed to do so.

[Ar. Angelo took the Chair.]

My, MONEY (Bunbury) [8.47]: Under
this vote we have the most important items
on the Estimates. They contain the founda-
tions of the most important industry in West-
ern Australia, Many errors have been com-
mitted in the past in the selection of laud,
and in the survey of roads aleng ill-chosen
routes, These roads are required to save the
cost of transport and the cost of developing
ti.e land. TUndoubtedly these errors have cost
Western Australis many hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds. It was the systemn in the
past to survey roads irrespective of the con-
tour of the land or the grades of the ecountry.
I have seen roads surveycd over impassable
hills and through the middle of swamps., It
is the height of absurdity and the height of
financial folly to do such things. This is a
very important division of the Estimates, in-
asmuch as the responsibility of deeciding
where settlement shall take place and the
guestion of transport to the railways rests
with the Department of Lands and Surveys.
It is admitied that where there has Dbeen
agricultural depression the holdings invari-
ably beecome larger. The holdings ihat have
suffered most have been the small holdings.
That is a matter of great conmcern in deeid-
ing the area of the blocks in the future. In
the eighties in the Qld Country there was an
agricultural depression, and the holdings all
hecame larger. It requires a plant to farm,
and the plant should he running at its full
capaeity in order to give the most cconomicul
results, The same principle applies to farm-
ins as to commerce. The tendeney in com-
merce is to amalgamate and reduce the over-
head charges. 1t is a surprise to me to know
that Labour nt Home is moving for larger
Loldings of land, . :

Mr. Underwood: They own the lot, ahout
a dozen or so of them. )

Mr, MONFEY: They say that the farming
business will not carry too mach in the way
of overhead c.arges. In the Old Country it
is the 2,000-acre farm that can stand the
siress of dejression, not the 200-nere farm.
One man can manage 2,000 aeres, It is
better to have ome man ruaning 2,000 aercs
thon to liave 20 men managing 20 farms.

Mr. Underwood: He cannot farm 2,000
acres aloune.

Mr. MONEY: He can. The best farms
in the Old Country are the 2,000 acre farms,
and the hest farmers and managers are those
controlling the 2,000 neres, Tt is not econom-
ieal to give a man a small portion of land
and tell him to farm it as if it were 2,000
acres. When he has to go to the expense
of reapers and binders, proper ploughs, drills,
cultivators, and the whole plant for farming
he should be given an ares of land that will
enable him to use that power to the fullest
extent,

Mr. Underwood: Yo rou think you can
prt 2,000 acres in with one drillf You eould
not do it with three drills,

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. MONEY: 1t is our duty to think of
the competition our settlers will have to con-
tend with in the future. The British farmer
has at his door the markets of the world, He
has no difficuitiea jn the matter of transport-
ing his products, and yet land in the Old
Coontry is going back to grass and grazing.

Mr. Wilson: He has to jay too much rent
fgr his land, up to £5 an aere per annum,

Mr. MONEY: I could buy for £25 an
acre in the Old Country not long ago.

Mr. Wilson: T could iake you ‘o places
where they have to pay wearly that mueh in
rent per annum,

Aly, MONEY:  During the last two years
land in the (A Country has hecome a drug
on the market, unsaleable und looked upon as
an cncunibrance. Two or three years before it
was very high in value, but it has gone down
with a thud and is going out of eultivation.

Mr. Underwood: Let it go.

Mr. MONEY: It behoves us to consider
this question of the size of Dblocks. I lope
that the attention of the Government will be
turned to it. There has been u Royal Com-
mission dealing with sollier settlement. 1
have perused their report in order to find out
what their recommendations were, and if
there was anything in them to serve as a
guide in the future survey of blocks. Re-
cently T personally inspeeted Innd oecupied
by returned soldicrs and I regret to say that,
notwithstanding all the expressions of opinion
given in this House as to the necessity for
ronds and draining, no attention appears to
have heen paid to the question by the Com-
mission. I do not know who is te blame, but
there is an ¢ntire absence of reference to the
very essentinls of suceess, namely, good means
of transport and well drained roads. 1 do
not know whether this ts Jdue to the faet that
on the Commission there were members who
were not experienced in the South-West, but
they are silent as to these essentials of sue-
eess in land settlement.

Mr. Wilgon: What are they?

Mr. MONEY: The Trigwell ecstate has
heen drained, but the drains are constructed
in a straight line across ilie blocks on the
highest part, and the land cannot be drained
at all,

Mr. Marshall:
your spectacles?

Mr. MONEY: I found the roads were
waterlogged. The first step in road construc-
tion is draining. If the roads are formed of
cultivable soil and not properly made, they
beeome waterlogged. It would have Deen
better to have left the track in its original
state of solidity, instead of stirring it up
and Jeaving it in that condition. There was
# place where one could not walk across, be-
cause of the water. There was no drainage
to take the water away. I have promised to
bring these important essentials before mem-
bers so that errors of that kind may be pre-
vented in the future.

Mr, Wilson: Why did vou nof bring that
before the Commission? No settler did.

Were you looking through



(25 SEPTEMBER, 1923.]

Mr. MONEY: I take it a Commission
visits the land and can see things for itself.
These essentials have so uften been stressea
in this Chamber. 1f the member £or Cnllie
{iir. Wilson) wants information on this sub-
jeet, I can only refer him to the debates. 1
have generally excused myself for repeating
here time and time again the necessity for
draining the land in the South-West, and fof
good roads. Surely the hon, member does
not want me to swear to that evidence before
a Tommission, beeause it has heen so often
stated here.  Before tmembers visited the
South-West and the Trigw2ll estate, T spoke
for 20 minutes in this Chamber on these two
essentials. Without them it is impossible f{or
a man to be successful. To he successful

4 man must as soon Aas possible be-
come independent amd sclf-contained. In-
stead of doing a lot of costly elear-

ing it would be ten thousand times hetter
for the Government to sernp snd ringoark the
land, probably dise it, and nse that great
aift of (iod to Western Australia, subteran-
¢an clover. This fodder does well in the
South-West, and with a iittle top dressing
it will supply food for dairy herds snd en-
able the settlers to get a weekly income from
their holdings. Thev ean alse keep pigs and
poultry, and become self-containgd  very
rapidly. That is the first atep. It is a pity
that so much money has beenr spent in costly
clearing. If these holdings arce going to be
turned inte agrieultural farms, big plants
will be required. By serubbing, riogharking
and pasturing the land, all that heavy over-
head charge—interest and sinking fund on
the depreeiated eapital—ecould have been
avoided. Tf they weuld only proceed on econ-
omical lines they would be a bit more sue-
cesstul.

Heon, W, C. Angwin: T do net think vou
would provide eapital unde- those eonditions.

Mr. STUBBS (Wagin) [98.1]: T do not
propose to take up much of the time of the
Committee in speaking to this vote. There
are one or Lwo points regarding land settle-
ment that may be of interest to hon. mem-
bers. The Government have embarked upon
a group settlement policy in the South-West.
1 subseribe to that poliey, but T maintain that
it is going to be a very costly move and that
in some instances it will prove more costly to
the State than many hon. members realise.
After having had considerable experience in
Gippsland, Victoria, with land similar to ours
in the South-West, T say without fear of
eontradietion, that what bappened to the
gettlers in the Victorian areas will happen
here, as sure as the sun will rise to-morrow
morning. It will take years for tbe best pro-
duction to be obtained from group settlements
in the South-West. Tt took a great number
of years to sweeten the land ih Gippsland
and its wealth was produced by the grand-
ehildren of those who took up the holdings
originally. The same thing will happen in
Western Australia as happened in Gippsland.

Mr. Underweod: No, it will not.
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Mr. STUBBS: I will illustrate to the
House one way in whick I think the Govern-
ment would be wise in effecting some altera-
tiong. I speak from the years of experience
I have had in the Great Southern. If the
Government were to cstablish ome or two
groups in the Great Southern, [ guarantee
that they would produce twice as much in
twelve months as group settlements in the
Scuth-West.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You have not the soit
in the Great Southern that is procurable in
the South-West.

Mr, STUBBS: People interested in wool
buying from all over the world visit Western
Australia, and I presume hon. members know
that Western Australian wool has brought
top prices in the market during the past few
years, Qur wool has held its own with the
clips from much older established holdings in
the Eastern States. Wool buyers state that
they do mot wish any hetter wool than that
grown in the Great Southern. I can prove
my statement if necessary, that properties—
I am not helding up any particular property
for consideration—can be bought to-day for
£2 an aecres or less, holdings that are highly
improved, which will return 12% per cent. on
the money invested, from the very ineception.
From these properties excellent weol is pro-
curable and that wool grows on the back of
the sheep while the settler’s family is asleep.
If the people go in for side lines suach as
cows and pigs, they will earn three times as
much money as they can on the group settle-
ments in the South-West, I am sure I am
right in making that statement. [ do not
wish to quarrel with the Premier regarding
his group settlement policy. I believe, hoiv-
ever, that it will prove costly and that if
people were indueed to settle in the Great
Southern, they vould produce wealth that
would counterbalance the losses that will be
made in the South-West.

Hon. M. ¥. Troy: They will earry the
burden.

Mr. Underwood: We will be espected to
pay something in the North teo.

Mr. STUBBS: There is an unlimited de-
mand for wool and we can produce the re-
quired artiele and secure good prices. I agree
with the member for.Beverley {(Hon. F. T.
Broun)- that experience in the Beverley dis-
trict and other centres has shown that wheat
growing is not satisfactory. Wheat farmers
are heginning to turn towards stoek and graz-
ing. Wheat takes a considerable amount of
humug out of the soil and in the distriets
cast and west of the Great Southern sheep
and cattle will pay better than wheat. When
one goes 20 miles east of the Great Southern,
wheat grows fairly well, but the farmers who
have done well in loealities such as Dumble.
yung have obtained results by mixed farm-
ing. The sheep always pay the rent. T urge
the Premier to take this matter in hand while
it is not too late. Many of these properties
ean be secured at a reasonable price to-day,
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and, as the member for Beverley has already
pointed out, they are inereasing in value. It
will be a question of only a few years when
land that can be purchased for £2 an acre
now, will be purchased for £5 or £6 an acre.
Why not take advantapge of the price coffer-
ing now to procure this land?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What is the advant-
age of buying people out to pui other people
on? We should tax them and make them
give up the land if they will not werk it.

Mr. STURBS: Why should one man have
25,000 acres of land if that area ean carry
25 families? More particularly may this be
asked if the owner is willing to let the Gov-
ernment have the land ai less than £2 an
arre.

Hon., W, €, Angwin: If the man will not
use it ke should get off it.

Mr. STUBBS: Thig land i3 within eight
miles of a railway. If 25 settlers can he
placed on that highly improved property, the
Government should seriously consider the mat-
ter. T understand it ean be bought on the
walk in, walk out basis with thousands of
sheep already on it, and that it can be pro-
cured at a reasonable rate.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It is a cheap proposi-
tion.

Mr. STUBBS: I leave it to hon. members
to say if T am right or wrong in advising
the Government to take advantage of this
opportnnity to secure sunch a property and
settle men there who will pay interest from
the very jump, Their success will be assured.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have had experi-
ence in the past of that sort of thing. In-
terest nmounting to £281,000 is wnpaid ou
properties bought on the walk in, walk out
basis.

Mr. A, Thomson: There are not too many
of the deseription the member for Wagin
apeaks of.

Mr. STUBBS: If the member for North-
East Fremantle could spare a week end to
visit the Great Southern and go to Wagin,
Katanning, Narrogin, or Pingelly

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have been all round
those parts.

Mr. STUBBS: —he could sec the proper-
ties that I have mentioned, and if he were
to do that, it would satisfy him that such
properties are eheap. If eight or 10 families
can be put on a holding where only one is
settled now, withont burdening the State
financially in the tramsaction, it should be
dope. It will be five years before intercst is
paid hack respecting some of the group settle-
ments in the South-West now.

The Premier: Many in the Great Southern
have not paid any interest yet.

Mr. STUBBS: If the Government stand
behind the man who does not pay anything
and do not take steps to replace him with
someone more cnergetic, that is the fault
of the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not altogether. I
was on the select committee inquiring into the
affairs of the Industries Assistance Board,
and I know something about the matter.

[ASSEMBLY,]

Mr. A, Themson: You would not condemn
a whole district because of one or twof?

Mr. STUBRES: Men are on the Tndustries
Assistance Board whe have no right to be
there.  They have lived on the eountry for
years amd they have mno intention of
getting awny from the board so long as a
sympathetic Government will dole out money
to them year after year, This sort of thing
destroys the incentive of men who are pre-
pared to slave in order to pay their dues
when they see that others can sit back and
reecive doles from the Industries Assistance
Board. Buch a praetice is doing more injury
than good to the farmers. It is hampering
land settlement more than anything clse, I
hape the Government schome for the develop-
ment of the South-West will be a success.
I am sure the Premier has heen actuated by
a desire to have Western Australin settled
with a white population, and I hope his
wishes regarding the success of that venture
will be realised. We have seni ecnormous
sums of moncy each year to the XEastern
States for cheese, butter, and bacon. It is
time that the drift ceased. We have land
here capable of producing all we require in
dairy produce, but we have not the people
to cnable us to cope with our requirements
and thus stop the enormous drift of moncy
to the Eastern States. I hope production
will increase and that in a very short time
we shall see the importation of butter, cheese,
and bacon from the Lastern States ended,
and sce the State self-contained regarding
those commoditics. There is any amount o&f
country in the Great Southern that will pro-
duce far more wealth in 12 months than many
of these group settlements in the South-
West, which are costing from £18 to £20 to
partially clear. However, I wish the Premier
51 ¢cess in his scheme, It will, T am sure,
be a costly one to this State.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam—in reply) [9.13]: T have listeneu
to the discussion on these Estimates with a
great deal of interest. Natuvally I expected
there would be considerable discussion he-
cause of the policy of land settlement,

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is where the money
is going, and that is what we want to know
about,

The PREMIER: I think I heard the hon.
member whisper a little while ago about]gnt-
ting more money into land settlement, ur-
ing his speech the member for JMt. Magaet
(Hon. M. PF. Troy) said there were large
areag in the wheat belt that could be secured
and improved and into which we could puat
our money. '

Hon. M. F. Troy: I said that more money
cculd be put into land settlement.

The PREMTER: [ am afraid the hon.
niember does not know much about group
settlements in this State. I hope he will go
among them and find out what is happening.

Hon. M. I, Troy: When you were working
in a bank, I was on group settlements com-
prising from 30 acres to 100 acres per farm.

The PREMIER: Wheret
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Hon. M. F. Trey: TIn the Eastern States.
T have zeen more group settlements than you
have.

The PREMIER: The hon. member lived all
his time in a group seiticment! He came here
when he was still a vouth, but he knows ali
about group seiticments! We are putting
money into the wheat belt, We spent twice as
much there last year as we spent in the South-
West, although we had previously spent mil-
lions in the wheat belt. No less a sum than
£1,500,000 was authorised for work in the
wheat helt, work that has not vet heen done.
T told the House we expeeted to doable the
wheat production. To-dny we are cxpecting
ta get bhack our first money for the invest-
ment we are now faeing. 1t was part of the
scheme, T think I also said something about
stoeking the wheat land.

Hon. M. F. Trov: T did not hear that. 1
think you thoucht you said it.

The PREMIER: No, T bave said it several
times. We can rely on u million sheep when
the farmers ean get Ffeneing wire.  During
the war it was not procurable, and it is not
very cheap to-day. When it comes to femcing
a thousand farms, it is a big question. It is
strange to hear members talking of markets.
A little more than two years ago everybody
said that wool was down and out; that we
should never again get a decent price for it.
Yet within three months wool was higher than
ever before. Tt is still maintaining its price.
XNo one ean tell what is going to happen when
it comes to markets. For the South-West a
market in Western Australia s assured
up te £2,000,000, That will take a bit
of catching up, T helieve with the
member  for  Wagin  (Mr. Stubbs), it is
high time we endeavovred to feed ourselves,
since we are sending £2001,000 cash out of
the State venr after vear for commodities that
our own people should be producing.

Mr. A. Thomsen: We have tried a jam
factory.

The PREMIER: And butter factories and
other faeteries. Of eourse, everything in
Western Australia is bad, snd nothing goeod
can happen, Tf that realily be s6, we had
better pet somewhere else, rather than stay
in suech a poor, uninviting State.

Mr. A, Thomson: T am referring to the
dumping of Eastern States zoods.

Hon. P. Collicr : They had to spend a Int
of money in Victoria to establish the butter
industry.

The PREMIER: Of course so. To-day our
own people are getting 1s. Gd. at the butter
factorv. As to the dumping of FEastern
gncds in Western Anstralia, it will go on un-
tit we can produce for onurselves in a suf-
ficicntly large way.

Hon, M. F. Troy: And as good a produet
a5 that of the Fastern States.

The PREMTER: Yes. The trouble is we
manufacture in so small a way. Our jam
factary is <mall and, natorally, the bigger
factories of the East can ecomp-te against us.
Tn helping with eanned froits the Federal
Government have lost £500,000. They en-
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deavoured to assist the grower in marketing.
After all, our own jam faetory has done
something. Tf we could get it poing in a
deeent way it would hoid its own. The people
are willing to buy a lecal product, so long as
it is of good quality. 1 was pleased to hear
the member for Beverley (Hon, F. T. Broun)
speak on group settlement ns he did. Of
course, he had a hand in starting the work.
He is not only aa honest man, but an ex-
perienced man living or the land, and know-
ing the game. He i3 an astonishingly honest
man, and is not actuated by feelings for or
against, but merely takes the position as it is,
and deals with it. He was supported by the
member for Gaséoyne (Mr.  Angelo), and
again by the member for York (Mr. Latham).
T am glad to hear a good word spoken for
any part of Western Australin. Tt is always
wseful to the country, and it dees not do
the harm that unfair criticism does. Tnei-
dentally, this country is greafly indehted to
snme of its critics, The member for North-
Enst Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin) ob-
jerted to the form in which the Estimates are
submitted, pointing out that there is ne
vote for the Agricultural Bank, for the Sol-
dicr Settlement Scheme, or for the Industries
Assistanee Board. Those departments are all
controlled by statute, and their expenditure
provided under statute. There is no reason
why the items appearing on the Estimates
shounld be there, except that they have always
heen there and if they were taken off it would
lead to a great deal of discussion. The hon.
member knows more about the reason for this
than does anybody else. The member for
Nelson (Mr, J. H. Smith} said young men
in the South-West could not get land. There
is a gnod deal of land open in the South-
Wost, some 300 blocks, and, as a matter of
faet, 246 more are being thrown open now.
The country is there, and if our own people
want land they can get it. Tt has seemed
strange Lo me, and not a little fattering, to
find men who have heen many years in the
country wanting land when I happen to he
in oftice. There has been a great demand
for land, and the trouble has been to get it
surveved. Just now, people are coming from
{he East and from the goldfields seeking land.
A great deal is wanted, and we are throwing
it epen every week. A good deal is always
availahle. As a matter of fact, a larpe area
of land at Esperance is ready now. The mem-
her for Katanning (Mr. A, Thomson) re-
ferred to the purchase of land at Katanning,
iand offered to the Government on two or
three oceasiong, The Viticultural Board have
the matter in hand.

Mr. A, Thomson: But they did not inspect
the land.

The PREMIER: It has been inspected.
AMr. A. Thomsoen: Not for vitieulture.

The PREMIER: The board say they want
to he eertain that land so far south will he
suitable in view of the drving and other pur-
poses, and that they will not recommend the
purchase until they have deeided that the
land is suitable.
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Mr. A. Thomson: The price is now £4 per
acre, wherens it was £3,

The PREMIER: We de not want it even
at £3, unless it be vine land.

Mr. A. Thomson: Some 56 acres is planted
now.

The PREMIER: I am glad to hear that
somehbody is planting without Government
assistance. We eannot find money for all the
land. Vines are under a clond for the
monient, and so we cannot induee people to
do much planting, The hon, member men-
tioned one or two cases of delny. T am sorry
that in one instanee there was a delay of four
months which ought not to have oecurred.
Of course there must be some delay. These
are two genuine cases out of about 150,000
Ieases. It does not mean that everything is
wrong.

Hon. P, Collier: Still, that is rather a high
percentage.

The PREMIER: In respect of the land
said to have been priced at 9s, 6d., it was
priced at 9s. 6d., but subjeet to a reduction
to 4s. Gd. when the poison was ecleared.

‘Mr. A. Thomson: But youn will not give
them any advance on it.

The PREMIER: Of eourse not.

Mr. A. Thomson: Then the land is of no
value,

The PREMIER: What a stupid remark to
make!

Mr. A, Thomson: The bank says it is not
of any value.

The PREEMTER: Nothing of the sort. Of
course, it would have been a good thing for
the Strte if the land had been uniform
throughout, if there had been no bad patches.
Then it would have heen easy to ent it up
into squares and get the bank to say, ‘ Yes,
take any of the land, and we will advanec
on it,”” But ne great area of land can be
uniform. It is one thing to sell the land,
but quite another thing when it comes to
advaneing against it. There is often a vast
difference between two blocks of land. We
cannet guarantee that the bank will advance
against all land thrown open. The bank is
under special statute, and controlled by a
hoard. Their duty is quite clear.” It would
be very wgood if we could have all blocks
marked by the bank, as was done some years
ago. But at that time we were dealing with
specially good land. Tt would be impossible
to observe that system year after year,

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you think if the Lands
Department valued the land at 93, 6d. per
acre they ought not to advance £75 for dam
sinking?

The PREMIER: I should say that unless
the land were fenced and some of the poison
eradicated, it would he a very foolish thing
to advance anything against it, for certainly
it eould not earry stock. It can mot be said
that the bank must advance against any and
all land.

Mr. A. Thomson: But you are advancing
over £1,000 on group setlement land without
improvements. These people have heen 25
years in the district, yet they cannot get as-
sistance.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Hundreds of applicants
have been refused by the bank and hundreds
of others should have been refnsed. It is of
no use advancing on unsuitable land. I ad-
mit there was delay in one case.

Mr. A, Thomson: Twelve months delay!
That is all!

.The PREMIER: T do not think it was
quite so long as that,

Mr, A, Thomson: From the 6th October to
the 18th August. Split the difference.

The PREMIER: I shall split no differcnce
with the hon. member.

Mr. A, Thomson: I statedl faets,

The PREMIER: The member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) asked about the group
settlement shacks. I think she has been
wrongly informed. Most of the temporary
homes of people in the South-West are fairly
comfortable, running 20 x 10ft.,, and econ-
sisting of two or three rooms. On the Peel
estate a tent as well as one temporary room
is provided, but the houses are being erected
on the Peel estate at the rate of about one
a day. If the hon. member visited a
group—

Mrs. Cowan: T am prepared to go at any
time.

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
do so. The member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) admitted that he had doubted the wis-
dom of settling the wheat belt and was good
enough to say that he had been wrong, Now
ke objects to South-West settlement. Will
be again admit a mistake We have heard a
Tot about the South-West. We have been told
the land is sour and will not grow things.
As a maiter of faet it is growing things.
Experinients have been made therc over the
last 80 years. We know precisely what the
South-West will produce. We know what the
rainfall is; we know that at Pemberton the
rainfall is 61 inches a year, that there is rain
every month in the year, that crops grow all
the year round, and that the settlers get
three erops a year. There is no need for ex-
periment to establish that., TLand that has
culy just been cleared is growing erops. 1
suppose it oughi to be sour because some
people say so. I do not know why it iz not
sour; I ean only regret that sn many people
are disappointed hecause it is growing good
crops from the first ploughing. This must be
a seripus disappointment to many people, but
the fact remains that some of the settlers are
growing crops under the trees from the very
day they go on to the blocks and before any
work at all is done. They are growing vege-
tables and selling them to other people. The
lend is mot sour; it is eapable of producing
very quickly, There iz no nced for me to
speak at length on the question now as we
skall have to deal with it again when con-
sidering the Loan Estimates. X wish to deal
with the remarks of the member for Sussex
(Mr, Pickering) beeause he represents a dis-
trict in which we have settled 900 people. 1
confess to approaching this subject more in
sirrow than in anger. The hon. member could



[25 SEPTEMBER, 1923 |

hardly eriticise the group settlers beeauvse
they represent 1,800 votes, but he conld ecriti-
cise me; I have not a vote there at all.

Mr, A. Thomson: That is an ungenerous
remark.

The PREMiER: Tt is perfectly true and
would apply to the hon. member as well
While the member for Sussex eriticised the
groups, I do not think he realised this.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a little too decp
for him.

The PREMIER: He said a special Min-
ister should be appointed for this work.
In such 2 scheme we must select the
best men for the work. The men that
are to do the work should certainly
not be in a Minister's chair. 1t is really a
cltiplicity of one small department. When
the details are worked ont and the organisa-
tion is in full swing, there should be no
trouble. We have a wide choice of suitable
men and I consider splendid work is being
dene. The way in which the officers have
done the work is really wonderful, It is a
great task to settle 1,500 men on the land
wnder the conditions that obtain. Mr, Me-
Larty, Mr, Richardson and others connected
with the scheme have done magnificently. 1
de not blame the member for Bussex for mnot
understanding the detail work. Members of
the House ecannot be held responsible for
originating this scheme, and Y see no reason
why they should be held responsible. I ae-
Enowledge the great assistance that members
on both sides of the House have rendered,
but I do not think we ean hold them respon-
gible. 1 am willing to take the responsibility
for all the work under my control. The hon.
member  claimed that he had the scheme
stowed away in his brain; I think he sanid
he originated it. Others have said the same
thing. Tf they only meant it L should be
glad. If they said, *‘This is my scheme; it
is all wmine; 1 stand by it,’’ 1 would say,
““Thank God, so lonyg as you stand by the
Laby of your creation,’?  But if anything
goes wrong, they will not stand by it. They
want all the eredit while things are going
right. I do not kuow whether the hon, mem-
ber had such a scheme in mind. Perhaps it
was well established in his mind, but evi-
dently he was at a loss for words to give ex-
pression to his ideas.

Hon. P. Collier:
mature it.

The PREMIER: All that he wanted was
words to express his ideas, but perhaps 1
should applaud the hon. member.

Words are like leaves,
And where they most abound
Much froit of semse is seldom found.

If he had not words to give expression to his
thoughts
Hon. P. Collier: Good Heavens!
never short of words here.
The PREMTER: Perhaps T should appland
him hecause, while he conceived this wonder-
ful idea, we heard nothing of it.

Tt was beyond him te

He is
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Mr. A. Thomson: We must congratulate
You on your generous applause,

The PREM1ER: If the hon. member had
originated the scheme, he could have sent me
* Please explains’’ as to why I was not carry-
ing out the scheme as he desired; as to why
I did not make roads, and questions of
tkat sort. He said the clearing should be
done by experienced men and not by the
group settlers. That is a strange echo of
words that have been uttered by other peo-
ple. I do not think the hon. member realises
that this is the way to the real development
of the South-West, If he demands that
every acre shall be cleared by men of ex-
perienee in clearing that class of country,
little land will be eleared because there are
no men whe have had much experience in
clearing in the South-West. There are a
few, but they are busily working for other
people, and no great area could be cleared
under those conditions. That argument reatly
would operate in the direction of stopping
development in the South-West. The work
is being done to-day by willing men, work-
ing under experienced men, and I think they
are doing wonderful work. I do not knew
that we could get more experienced men than
these men are after they have had a vear or
two on the land. As to markets, these set-
tlers will have markets overseas after they
have supplied the local market. New Zealand
every year sends away millions of pounds
worth of mecat, butter, and such like produce,
and these lines will be grown in the South-
West. There is not another country in the
world that would hold unused and unoccu-
pied a territory such as our South-West. It
hus magnificent soil and elinate; everything
isx ready for the settlement of men with their
families. It is not right that it should re-
main longer unused and, what is more, we
eannot afford to keep it unused. There is
nothing hefore us but this work of develop-
ment. We must people this country. It is
there we can provide homes for thousands
of people coming from the Old Land. The
member for EKatanming (Mr. A. Thomson)
spoke of the development of the South-West,
particularly the Normalup country,

Mr. A. Thomson: It is the way it is being
eonducted that I am against. T am still in
favour of developing the South-West.

Tle PREMIER: In your own way.

Mr. A. Thomson: That may he as good as
the Premicr’s way.

The PREMIER: It is easy to give the
State lip service, but it is quite another
matter to do the work. To tackle the actual
work is not quite so easy as to falk against
it. I hope the Committee will realise that
the work done under our officials is heing
efliciently done. Tf there are officials at the
head of the department that know less of
this work than the member for Katanning, T
do not know them. All I know is we have
the best men we ecan get.  These officials
know their work and are carrying it out very
well inderd.  They have done wonders, and
probably I am as well able as is the hoa.
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member to judge of work when it comes to
farming. Tt was very ungenerous of bim to
tallk about the work of the officials when he
knows nothing about it. I do not demy the
value of the Great Southern lands. I think
we shall be able to settle a great many people
there, and I believe it will be a great fruit-
growing centre apart from the great wool-
producing district it undoubtedly is.

Vote put and passed.

Votes— Treasury, £14,545; Audit, £12,259;
Compassionate allowances, £1,249—agreed to.

Vote—Government Sevings Bank, £33,307:

Mr, A, THOMSON: Judging by the reeent
prosecutions in connection with the Savings
Bank, things are not being managed there as
they ought to be. The Prewmier should make
a statement on the subject.

The Premier: I will answer anything you
want to know ahout it.

Mr. A, THOMSON: We shonld know
whether some different system is being
brought into existenee, so that these losses
shall not oceur again, The preseat system is
uno credit to those concerned. If the Aundit
Department can permit such things to go on,
one shudders at what mast be happening in
other departments,

The PREMIER: The hon. member is not
justified in making those remarks. The sys-
tem is a good one, the same as is employed in
other savings banks, No system will prevent
a bank being robbed. It is unfortunate there
has been 2 loss, but it is a very small one
compared with the turnover. In New Seuth
Wales and South Australia the savings banks
lost through fraud in much the same way as

we did. It is not possible to have a system
that is perfect. Private banks are sometimes
robbed. The hon. member need have no

doubt about the system. or about the care
that is taken by the officials to safeguard the
people’s money.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Are the salaries
paid to officers of the savings bank fixed by
the appeal hoard?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The general mana-
ger receives £552 and the accountant £408.
‘What wonderful salaries for the leading
officials of the savings bank!

The Premier: I agree with you.

Hon. P. Collier: They are ridieulous,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: If the Government
want good men they should pay them good
salaries.

The Premicr: These are very good men.

AMrs. COWAN: The salaries paid to these
officials are too low. Tt is astonishing to
note the cxtreme youthfulness of the clerks
employed in the Perth office as compared with
those who were employed some time ago. 1
wonder if this is in pursuance of some special
policy, and if youthful clerks are being em-
ployed at a lower tate than older and more
experienced men. I do not know whether
thia is in the interests of the country, or of
the persons concerned. I would rather see
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better salaries given to fewer and more ex-
perienced oflicials.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The sularies paid to the
branch managers arc particularly low,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are all the
same.

Mr. WILLCOCK: These officials oceupy
responsible positions, and it is time Parlia-
ment set itself out to adequately recompense
them.

The Premier:
appeal board.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It should not be neces-
sary to make a man appeal in order to secure
a4 decent salary. The Government should
make up the Estimates so as to show that
these positions are worth so much.

The Premier: They ulse have a Public
Service Commisgsioner.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Goverament ean
recompense oflicials if they think fit without
reference to the Public Service Commissioner.
The manager of the Geraldton branch is per-
forming very wuseful work, but is receiving
only £312 a year.

They have been given the

Ttem, Branches and Agencies Guarantee
Fund, £200:

Mr. A, THOMSON: Last year’s cxpendi-
ture under this-item was £6,394, and this year
it is only £200. What is the explanation?¥

The Premier: The loss accounts for this
amount,

Vote puf and passed.

Vote—Government Stores, £16,£38—agreed
to.

Vote—Tazation, £18,473:

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.52]: 1
wonder why the Goevernment insist on people
who are not liable for taxation filling 1n taxa-
tion returns. It is casy for a man to know
whether he is liable for a fax or not.

Mr, Broun: How is the Commissioner to
know?

Mr. HUGHES: He can seleet and examine
anyone to see if he is liable for income tax.

Mr, Mann: Would it not mean an increase
in the number of inspectors?

Mr,. HUGHES: When an employer puts in
his ineome tax return he has to show the
wages he is paying. If the employees do not
put in returns, and they have taxable in-
comes, the Taxation Department can locate
them. It is not easy to aveid taxation if a
man is earning over the taxable amount. Most
of the wage carners in the State have con-
tinuous employment. The percentage of float-
ing population is very small. If any of the
people, who shonld pay, fail to put in their
returns, they can be discovered. The returns
of non-taxable incomes provide a certain
amount of work in the office. When a re-
turn is lodged it is registered and is filed in
its order. It is then sent to the nassessors,
and by the time it has passed through the
hands of all the officials and eomes back into
the filing system, a good deal of labour has
been involved. Last year the Premier said
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that there were 39,000 taxpayers in the State
and if people under £200 were relieved, it
would reduce the number to 19,000. He said
there were 100,000 able-bodied adults in the
Staie. The Prewier cuntinues—

The maximum tax is 2s5. I am as anxious
te reduce the burden on the people as is
the hon. member, but we have only 39,000
people paying income tax, and if the amend-
ment were carried, about 20,000 of them
would escape tazation altogether.

If the number of our taxpayers iz reduced
from 39,000 to 19,000, then in the very nature
of things there ought te Le a ecorresponding
reduction in the cost of collecting the tax.
The ecollection of tax from 19,000 people
should not ¢ost as much as collecting taxes
from 39,000.

The Premier:
to do with that.

Mr. HUGHES: But we ought to have
something to do with it. T know all about the
arrangement. Does the Premier szy no re-
duction is pbtainable in the cost if the work
is reduced by half? Then the agreement is a
very bad one. Tn such eircumstances there
should be some rebate of the charges made by
the Commonwealth. What is the use of fore-
ing people to put in income tax retnrns who
are not liable to pay tax? It puts them to a
lot of useless trouble. Very often they have
to engage someone to make out the compli-
cated return for them, though they know they
are not liable to any tax. Such an arrange-
ment is not sound from a business point of
view or from any other point of view.

Mr. A. Thomson: It means unnecessary
work.

Mr. HUGHES: I appeal to the Premier to
relieve such people from the necessity for put-
ting in returns.

The Premier:
from anyone.

Mr. HUGHES: e have all the machinery
for finding out who is liable.

The Premier: I do not think we have,

Mr. HUGHES: How then do the Taxation
Department catech people who attempt to
evade payment of tax?  Again, there is
the check that employers are compelled
to furnish returns of payments to
employees. People with fixe? employment—
and that is the majority of the people—are
easily traced. Even if relieving the people
who are not liable to tax of the necessity
for making a return invoived some loss, that
loss would not be so great as the expense
of handling the unnecessary returns. Cer-
tainly the relief would be very much appre-
ciated by the people who are affected, Let
the DPremier apply to the Federal Govern.
ment for a corresponding reduction in the
charges.

Mr. Davies: Those people would still have
to make Federal returns.

Mr. HUGHES: That has nothing to do
with us. Our form might be greatly simpli-
fied for people whose only income is their
salary or wages. Mostly those who furnish
returns have only to state their salary or their

Of course, we have nothing

Then we shall get mo tax
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wages, their insurance premiums, and the
number of their children. Personally, I am
against allowing people to deduct insurance
premiums, JInsurance is much the same as
money placed in the bank

The Coloninl Secretary: We should encour-
agre people to Insure,

Mr, HUGHES: Of course, but the man who
capitalises income in insurance should not be
relieved any more than the man who lodges
money in the bank by way of providing for
his old age.

Mr. Davies: Then he is only taxed on the
intergst he receives.

Mr, HUGHES: But he cannot make a de-
duction of, say, £10 for money placed in the
bank. What is an insurance poliey? '

The Colonial Secretary: An efficient insur-
ance.

My, HUGHES: I contend that from the
standpoint of taxation the man who pays an
insurance premium is putting by money for
an evil day.

The Premier: That has nothing to do with
this vote, of course.

Mr. IUGHES: This is the vote under
which we spend money on faney returns and
a lot of unnecessary printing and paper.

The Minister for Mines: That expenditure
is provided for hy legislation and eannot be
avoided.

Mr. HUGHES: The legislation should be
amended.

The AMinister for Mines: You cannot dis-
cuse legislation on this vote.

Mr. HUGHES: But I have been doing so.
Very fow deductions, apart from insurance,
apply to the salary or wage carner. There
is the allowance for c¢hildron, of course. Such
a taxpayer would be glad to surrender the de.
duction of the insuranee preminm for the
sake of simplicity in the return, Gifts ex-
ceeding £5 for charitable purpoeses are allow-
able deduetions.

The CHAIRMAN: That phase had better
be dis-ussed under the Land Tax and Income
Tax Bill which will come before the House.
The Commissioner of Taxation merely carries
out the law. If the hon. member desires the
law to be altered, it will be better for him to
move in that direction when the Bill is intro-
duced.

Mr. HUGHES: I am discussing the item of
contingeneies, Sir. Out of that item thesc
serviees nre paid for.

The CHAIRMAXN: It is a fine point. Very
well.

Mr. HUGHES: The deduction for charit-
able donations relieves a wealthy man from
income tax. Very often, however, the wealthy
man {oes not give, pro rafa, a3 much from his
ineome as the man in the street who contri-
butes a shilling here and a shilling there.
The man in the street gets no relief from
taxation on that account. Large numbers of
businesses give away mopney in charity for
advertising purposes. T do not blame the bus-
iness men who do so. If T were a business
man I would give large donations to charity
purely as a business proposition.
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The Premier: But you wounld not admit it,
surely?

Mr. HUGHES: T would have to admit it
to the Premier, because he would know that
that was my reason. Many business con-
cerns charge charitable expenditore to the
advertising account. 1t is more effective ad-
vertising than the ordinary Press advertising,
hecanse it is brought before the public more
prominently and is paragraphed all over the
place.

The Premier: That is the law.,
thing to.do with these Estimates.

Mr. HUGHES: If the law has nothing to
do with thesc Kstimates, what are they for?

The Premier: Will you discuss betting bus-
iness on this vote?

The CHATRMAX: The hon. member is
wandering from the point. He has a right to
call the attention of the Government to the
fact that in his opinion it is too much to ask
the Government to pay so much for coliecting
the tax from 39,000 people. He is wandering
from the point, however, and diseussing
things that have nothing to do with this vote.

Mr, HUGHES: This vote applies to con-
tingencies and matters affecting the collee-
tion of the tax. R

The CHATRMAN: If you desire to discuss
the right of the Government to collect this
tax from the people, you had better do it
when the Land Tax and Incowe Tax Bill is
berore the House.

Mr, HUGHES: T will deal with the matter
then. T am in arder in appealing to the
Premier to relieve the people, who are not
obliged to pay any tax, from the necessity for
putting in returns. Many people are not
educated and they find diffieulty in compiling
their returns. Every hon. meniber has had
experience, when people have asked them fo?
assistance in that direction. It would be a
relief to 20,000 people if they were freed
from the necessity of putting in that return.

It has no-

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [10.18]: I agreec with the member
for East Perth that it would be a great relief
to the rest of the taxpayers if they were not
called upon to put in returns at all.

Mr. Hughes: I take it the Premier is
obliged to reply tv my statements, and not
wander all over the place!

The PREMIER: T listened with great
interest to the hon. member’s remarks, and
his complaint is that the Federal Government
should not eollcct as mueh as they are doing.
I agree with him, and if we could get out ¢f
payments | wowld be pleased to get out of
them. The ameunt invelved in condueting the
department prior to the amalgamation was
£74,000, and after the amalgamation £73,000,
so that as a result of the amalgamation we
have made a saving of £1,000. We have
saved more like £20.000 per annom in addi-
tion.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt would be a good thing
if we ecould put an end fo the system, be-
cause they are getting that £30,000 out of
the poeketls of the people.

[ASSEMBL1.]

Mr, Hughes: Don’t yon think that, if the
State Government made a start, it would in-
fluence the Federal Government in granting
a reduction?

The PREMIER: T am told that a good
many people earning between £400 and £500
manage to avoid taxation. I do not know if
it js true. I would like to relieve cveryone
of the trouble they are put to, and I will
draw the attention of the Commissioner of
Taxation to the hon. member’s remarks, in
which he suggested that people whose income
is not taxable should be relicved from the
necessity for putting in a return,

Hen. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.25]: T
agrec with the member for East Perth that it
would be a good thing if we could reduce the
annval amount now paid to the Common-
wealth for collecting our taxes, and also if
we could induce the officers responsible for
collecting the State tax to reduce the amount
they eall upon the individual taxpayer to
pay into the Treasury. T want to know what
is the position of the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion? When the agreement was entered into
with the Commonwealth Government in 1921,
under which they undertook the collection of
taxation, it was provided that fhe State
shonld appoint a Commissioner of Taxation,
whose duty it would be to attend to the col-
lection of State taxes, and who would be
responsible to the State Government alone,
There was alse a provision in the agreement
fhat the Government might appoint the per-
son who, for the time heing, happened to be
the Federal Deputy Commissioner of Taxa-
tion. We considered that our taxaiion Com-
missioner would be appointed by the State
Government, responsible to the State Gov-
ernment only, and watching State interests.
We find now, however, that the position hag
heen naollified by the appointment of our Com-
missioner of Taxation te the position of
Federal Deputy Commissioner of Taxatiom.
In cftect, we have handed cver the whole of
our Taxation Depariment to the Common-
wealth.  Our Taxation Commissioner has
acted as Federal Deputy Commissioner sinee
Mr. Whiteley left the Federal appointment,
Onr officer is now responsible to the Federal
Government. In my opinion there is no
doubt that our Commissioner will seeure the
permanent appointment as Federal Depnty
Commissioner of Taxation, 1f that be so,
it will F¢ wrong for the State Government to
retain 1he services of our officer as Commis-
sioner of Taxation for Western Ausiralia. [t
would inevitably follow that he wounld regard
his responsibiity to the State Government as
subservient to his responsibility to the Fed-
cral Government, whase permanent officer he
had hecome. In those circumstances, the
ollicer would bhe independent of the State
Covernment in the discharge of his duties,
and in collecting State taxation. He need
not eare how he performs his duties for the
State. To-day we have only one Commis-
gioner; it was intended we should have twe.
If the presemt oceupant of Lhe office secures
the permanent appointment as  Federal
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Deputy Commissioner, he should not be re-
tained as the State Commissioner. He should
not be aliowed to hold the dual office under
any ecirenmstancas, T do not know what we
can do. There are many amendments T
would like to discuss to the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Aet, but they are out of
order at this stage. In our former legisla-
tion, however, we granted autocratic powers
to the Commigsioner of Taxation. The Com-
missioner is the sole interpreter of Acts of
Parlinment in some instances, and no matter
what the intention of I’arliament was when
they passed the legislation, this officer is set
up like a Ozar and interprets legislation at
his own sweet will. He interprets the legis-
lation, T think, deliberately against the tax-
payer, If it is possible to twist the meaning
of a word or the interpretation of a seetion
against the interests of the taxpaver, he
will do so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: And the officer iz up-
held by the Minister.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Unfortunately, there
is no need for the support of the Minister,
because the Commissioner has autoeratic
powers.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Buot the Treasurer wants
money!

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and it would
look as thouxh the money is to be seeured by
fair means, and if that is mnet possible, by
foul means.

The Premier: You should not say that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I will give an in-
stance where the Commissicner of Taxation
has either deliberately twisted the meaning
of an Act regarding certain deductions, or
clse he is not competent to understand the
meaning of plain English. Last session we
passed the Land and Income Tax Assessment
Act under which members of Parliament were
allowed to deduet travelling expenses, It ap-
peared to hon. members that the wording wns
perfectly clear, and it did not seem possible to
misunderstand the meaning. Fven if the werd-
ing was not exactly eclear, there could be no
mistake as to the intention of Parliament. Any
officer possessing reason and common sense
should be able to interpret the meaning of
that provisien. I do mot think there iz any
room for doubt, even on the literal meaning
of the paragraph, which read as follows:—

Provided that the travelling expenses of
a member of Parliament shall be allowed
and assessed as follows: If a member is
the representative of the Metropolitan, Met-
ropolitan-Suburban, or West Provinee, or
of an clectoral district therein, such ex-
penses shall not exceed £50 per annum:
and if such member is the representative ot
any other province or district, such expenses
shall not exceed £100 per annum.
That paragraph is perfectly clear, and the
intent is plain. When members sent in
their taxation returns—I do not know what
other members’ experience was, but I am
relating my awn—they probably found that
they were mistaken. The Commissioner said,
in effect, ‘I do mot know what your travel-
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ling expenses were. 1 cannot tell; you must
produce your vouchers.’”

N Mr. A. Thomson: We are all in the same
boat

Hon, P. COLLIER: As I pointed out to
the Commissioner in a letter I wrote to him.
one could not imagine a more utterly absurd
and insane request. Eveh if it were possible
to comply with the request—I1 hope it is not
—I would mnot cxpect members to retain a
pile of vouchers regarding every amount they
spent during the year. In any case, they
could not bhave done so, becaunse the Act was
only passed last scssion and members did not
know that they would be called wpon for this
information. In those circumstances no steps
could be taken to retain vouchers, even if an
attempt were made to secure them.

Mr. A, Thomson: The Commissioner will
not allow von anything for expenses while
you are away from home.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T have not been
allowed a penny for expenses.

Mr, Marshall: Mine is in suspense.

Mr. Chessen: 8o is mine,

Hon. . T. Broun: It is ridiculous.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is why I make
the statement that this offieer deliberately
tries to twist the meaning of words, He says
that, if the word ‘‘expenses’’ bhad read
““allowances,”’ it would have been all right,
but as ‘‘expenses’’ i1s used, he must have
jroof that the expenditure has been incurred.
Tf the word had heen ““allowanee’’ it would
mean that Parliament intended an allowance
of that amount to be made, irrespective of
what had been spent, and without regard to
the produetion of vouchers.

Hon F. T, Broun: [In the Federal Aet the
werd used is ‘“allowanee.?’

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the Commissioner
said the TPederal Aet preseribed ‘‘allowanee’’
whereas ours wsed the word ‘‘expenses.’’
There can be no doubt about what was in-
tended. It was the elear intention of this
House to follow the lines of the Federal Act
and so make an allowance, without members
having to produce vouchers. That is one in-
stance of the officer in charge going out of
his way in an attempt to twist the plain
meaning of the Act. There is no desire to
interpret our iaxation Aects favourably to the
taxpayers. Tf it he possible to devise a con-
struction adverse to the taxpayer, it is done
in every instunce, Another taxation question
was decided in court the other day in respect
of a member of this House who had incurred
expendifnre in prospeeting. T know well what
the intention of Parliament was. Yet we
have a decision by the court that men who
may expend thousands of pounds per annum
in assisting prespectors—which is the very
backbone of )rospeeting, for if it were not
for the men who find the moncy to enable
others to go out and search for minerals
there would not be any prospecting at all—
are to be taxed on any returns that may ae-
crue. It was in order to relieve those men

.
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that our Aet was passed. The number of
prospectors finaneially able to go out on
their own uceount is very few indeed. Pro-
specting has been kept alive by those who
baek it, yet uow they are to be penalised in
taxation. The inevitable result will be that
they will refuse to hack prospectors since, if
anything is found as the result of the pro-
specting, the man behind the prospector is to
be muleted in taxation.

Mr, Mullany: That will stop prospecting
altogether.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course it will,
Moreover, it is entirely against the intention
of Parliament. There again we had the in-
terpretation of the officer in charge of the
Taxation Department. He said, ‘‘Here is a
chanee to grab an additional £5,000 or £6,000,
and L am going to do it.”” Tt does not matter
to him whether he will be adversely affecting
an industry, he must gather in the money.
In future I will be very careful when dealing
with amendments of that sort, for I intend to
clip the wings of the taxation antocrats who
say it Hes with them to decide what is to be
done. The 7Taxation Commissioner’s inter-
pretation of last year’s provision relating to
members of Parliament is a deliberate de-
parture from the clear intention of Parlia-
ment, and is entirely unnecessary. Had there
been any desire whatever on the part of the
responsible officer to deal’ with the matter
fairly, it was open to him te do so. Coming
back to the other question, I say we are not
geing to hive an officer holding this dval posi-
tion; that if the present State Commissioner,
who is now Acting Federal Deputy Commis-
sioner as well, secures the permanent appoint-
ment, I hope the Government will take im-
mediate steps to appoint another man to be
responsible to this Parliament for the collee-
tion of State taxes, not a man to give merely
secondlary attention to it by reason of the fact
that he holds a position in the Federal Taxa-
tion Department.

AMr, ANGFLO (Gascoyne) {10.35]: The
Committee will remember that the proposal
for the amalgamation of the two taxation de-
partments was carried by an everwhelming ma-
Jority. Bat four or five members voted against
it. Twnsone of them. My chief reason for op-
posing it was that T considered it only right
that the State should collect the taxation for
both State and Comwmounswealth. and hand over
the Tederal qnota. We wore then assured by
the Premier that the Federnl Government
would never agree to sueh' a proposal. Yet
now we sec in the Press that other States
have entered into arrangements swith the
Federal Government under whieh those States
collect the taxation and hand over the Federal
nuota. T should like the Premicr to tell us
whether he knows anything ahent those later
agreements, whether they are more ad-
vantareous te the respeetive Stotes than is
that nnder which we are working, Sooner
or later a uniform svstem will have to he
adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [10.36]:
I intend to move as an amendment {hat this
amonnt of £12,180 be reduced by £1,

The CHAIRMAN: Have we finished deal-
ing with the Commissioner of Taxation?

Hon. P. Collier: If you move that amend-
menut now, you will close the general dis-
cussion,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam)' [10.37]: The Leader of the
Opposition knows that the late Federal De- .
puty Commissioner of Taxation has retired
from the service, and that Mr. Black is Act-
ing Federal Deputy Commissioner. I de not
know whether the time at -whiech Mr, White-
ley’s services end has yet been rcached. If
it has not, we can appoint our own Com-
missioner, The hon. member somewhat mis-
judges Mr, Blaeck. The member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Angelo) desired that T should tell him
something aboni the aarcements made be
tween the Commonwealth and South Austra-
lia and Victoria for the colleetion of taxation.
T do not know the details, hut T know that we
have an agreement that suits us very well
finaneially, and I know nlso that this agree-
ment ean be terminated by the Federal Gov-
ernment on six months’ netice being given,

Mr, Angelo: Can we terminate it9

The PREMTER: Yes, but that would mot
be good for us. In the meantime we econtinue
onr agreement. I earnot tell the hoa, mewmn-
her just what the conditions are as between
Sonth Australia and Vietoria and the Federal
Government,

Mr. Latham: Ts there any chance of hav-
ine the assessment forms simplified?

The PREMIER: Yes, T think they will be
simplified.

Hon. M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet) [10.40}:
The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
arbitrary rulings of the Commissioner of Tax-
ation. I have a conviction that the Coemmis-
sioners of Taxation, both Federal and State,
are in the hahit of giving arbitrary rulings,
particularly with regard to people that are
unable to fight them, When it comes to a
big association or # wealthy eorporation the
Commigsioncrs are prepared to climh down, to
make allowances and to give all possible con-
sideration. To-dav T was reading the speech
of the chairman of the Midiand Railway Com-
pany to the annnal meeting, in which refer-
enee was made to the eompany’s position re-
garding land tax, The Commeonwealth Gov-
crament have a large sum of money outstand-
ing heeause of an appeal made by the com-
pany. T do not know whether the same applies
to the State Govermment, but I have a sws-
picien that it doces.

The Premier: 1 do not think so.

Hon, M, F, TROY: Tt strnek me as re-
markable that, whereas the eompany were al-
Jowed to evade their responsibility for a aum-
her of years, the same thing could nnot hap-
pen with a private individual. A private in-
dividnal has to pav up or ke prosecnted. hat
with a wealthy e¢orporation the Commissioner
temporises.
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Hon. P. Collier: For seven vears it was
allowed to remain in abeyance, whereas a pri-
vate individual is prosecuted straight away.

Hon, M, P. TRQY: It iz more than seven
years, and still the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are temporising,

Hon. P. Cellier
£26,000.

Hon. M. P, TROY: Yes. That could not
possibly happen in the case of an individual.
Anr individual receives a Jetter from the
Crown Law Department and is fined for ne-
glecting to pay by the due date. T do not
wish to mention names, but I find that other
associations pet coneessions and considera-
tion from the Commissioner of Taxation such
ag the private individeal cannot get. The
latter is  dealt with in the most ar-
bitrary manner, The {‘ommissioner re-
alises that the wealthy corporation can
and will fight him in the courts,
but that the humble individual eannot afford
to. TFle cannnt pay the eosts for taking an
appeal to the Full Court and then to the
High Court. The Treasurer is always in need
of money, and the officer who endeavours
to get it, no matter how, is regarded as a
valuable ofiicer. We showld not single out
any hody of people for special eansideration,
and the Premier should insist wpon the law
as interpreied by Parliament being adminis-
tered by the Commissioner of Taxation and
not interpreted by him. With all respeet to
the Crown Law Department, T do net attach
muel weight to their decisions. .

Hon. P. Collier: Much of their law has not
stood the test in the courts during the last
year or two.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T got a decision from
the Crown Law Ilepartment and a week later
got an entirely contrary ane.

Hon. P. Collier: You could have pot a
different one the day afterwards.

Hon, M. F. TROY: In my opinion the
Crown Law officers have too wuch work to
do. It is impossible for onme or two men to
give proper consideration to the multitude of
affairs they have to attend to, so I do wot
blame them particvlarly. Parliament a few
years ago provided for a deduoetion in re-
speci of medieal expenses for persoms in re-
eeipt of a certain income and the Commis-
sioner of Taxation quibbled about it. He
laid down an arbitrary rule that a taxpayer,
to obtain the medical deduction, could not
deduet rates, taxes and insurance. Parlia-
ment had provided that there should be
certain deductions including rates, taxes
and insurance and that the medical dedue-
tion should be additional for persons receiv-
ing less than a certain income. Yet the
Commissioner of Taxation ruled that in
order 1o get the medieal deduction, in
arriving at their incoeme, ther conld not
first deduct rates, taxes and insurance.
Who gave him the right to order that %
Parliament was definite. How came his
decision 3 Are we going to allow our
instruetions io be flouterd in this way?
Is the Commissioner of Taxation fo he

They remitted about
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a law unto himself? It is the Premier’s
duty to tell the Commissioncr he must not act
in that manner. Tn the city it is possitle
ta get 1001 different legal opinions on rne
question; otherwise there would be no legal
actions, The Commissioner of Taxation
koows that an individual cannot fight the
Government and so he has the last word,
bat to a wealthy corjoration he defers, That
is not right. The average individual is pretty
ignorant regarding legal matters; he is other-
wise engaged and is too busy to bother about
them, A man in the country is absolutely
helpless. One man sent in his income tax re-
turn, which he considered contained complete
details of his income. The department told
him it was not eorreet, made it up for him
and sent him a peremptory note demanding
payment. I had te secure a return [rom
an employer, declaring that the income shown
in that person’s return was the correct
income, Fefore T could secure redress for
himy. It ia not the provinee of the Commis-
sioner to deal with the weak men in one way
and the strong men in another way., We
should have an undertaking from the Premicr
that the (rown Law Department or the Com-
missioner of Taxation is not justified in
unfairly interpreting a law to the advantage
of the Treasurer, Nothing could be clearer
than Parliament’s deeision that a person in
receipt of a certain iacome is entitled
to o deduction for medical cxpenscs as well
as for rates, toxes and insurance. Are not
the general community as much entitled to
consideration as the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion? They do not receive it. Both New
South Wales and Queensland have a legal
officer to look nfter the interests of the com-
munity in such matiers. In this State the
taxpayers have no such protection.

The Premicr: You ean always go to Mr,
Saver,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Because I am a mem-
ber of Parlianment and am entitled to do so.
The general community have not that privi-
lege. The Commisstioner should not De
allowed to give arbitrary deeisions such as he
is giving. The general public is hopelessiy
in his met. From time to time we are ap-
proached by people from the country who are
wrongly taxed, and who are being threatened
with penalties, because they de not accede to
the unfair demands of the depariment.

Mr, [MUGHES: Aecording to the Esti-
mates we have to pay to the Commonwealth,
for the collection of tuxes, a sum of £12189.
fin the numhar of taxpayers in this State it
works oot at 12s. 6d. per assessment.

The Premier: It costs us £34,000.
arc other taxes beside the income tax,

Mr. HUGHES: Qut of the 39,000 tax-
payers in 1921, 29,000 were wage and salary
earners. There i3 not much work attached to
assessing the salary of a wage earner. A sum
of 12<. 6d. per assessment ts an abnormally
high figare to charge. A saving could he
effected by the establishment of a bhoard of
public acronntants and auditers, similar to
the Barristers’ Board. At present aeccount-

There



856

apts and auditors are not registered, and are
not liable if the balance sheets they certify
to do not show all the items required by the
Taxation Department. It would be in their
own interests if the accountants were brought
in under a board, and it would also serve as
a protection to the people who employed them.
It should be made a cendition of registration
that they shonld only certify to balance sheets
and profit and loss account statements that
showed the sxact position from the point of
view of income tax. This would do away with
a lat of unnecessary work in the Taxation De-
partment. The examination of returns conld
be restricted. The statement of a registered
accountant could be accepted by the depart-
ment, and it would be necessary only to make
a cheek oceasionally to see that everything
was in order.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) §20.55]: ( move—
That the Honse at its rising adjourn
until 7.30 pm. to-morrow.

Question put 2nd passed.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesduy, 26th September, 7923,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 5.30
p.m.,, and read prayers.

BILL-LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Hon. T. MOORE (Central) [5.38] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is a very
short Bill, the neccessity for which was made
apparent owing to a reeent deeision by a
judge of the Supreme Court. Some years ago
a patieut, who is at present in the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane, was brought hefore
the Criminal Court in Kalgoorlie, and the
jury found him not guilty of the charge pre-
ferred against him, on the ground of insanity.

[COUNCIL.)

The patient was committed to the Hospital
for the Insane during the Governor's pleasure.
He was not convicted of any offence, nor had
he been found guilty of any charge. After
a lapse of sowe years, his friends deeided that
there was a great improvement in his condi-
tion and they bad him examined by several
doctors,  Six doctors have pronounced the
man sane. Iespite that fact, it is not pos-
sible, owing to the law as it stands to-day,
for the patient to be discharged from the in-
stitution. TUnder Scction 107 of the existing
Lunaey Act, he applied to a judge in the
Supreme Court for the right tc prove his
samty. That is where we ~understood he
should prove his sanity, that being the inten-
tion of Parliament, The judge’s decision
was that he could not order the release of the
patient under that section. The judge stated
that because Section 107 set out that the
patient was to be detained during the Gov-
ernor’s pleasure, he could not act.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You mean the judge
could not aet?

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. Scctions 69 to 84
deal with the criminal-insane and Section 81
provides—

The Governor may permit any person
confined in any hospital for the eriminal-
insang, not being a person under comvietion
and sentence, to be liberated from custedy
or confinement, upon such terms and condi-
tions as he may think fit. On the breach
of any such conditions, such person may be
retaker’ and dealt with as hereinafter en-
acted in easc of an escape.

Seetion 107 scems to indicate elearly that
Parliament intended that ]l patients shoold
come within its purview, beeause it reads—

If a judge receives information wupon
oath, or has reason to suspect, that any
person of sound mind is confined in any
hospital for the insane or licensed house,
the judge may order the superintendent of
such hospital or licensed house to bring the
confined person before him for examina-
tion at a time to be specified in the order.

That section refers to ‘‘any person.”” It
does not say, ‘‘all persons except those who
have been sent to an asylum doring the
Governor’s pleasure, because they are sup-
posed to be criminally inszne.’’ The section
is clear. It further provides—

It upon the examination of the confined

person, and of the superintendent, and of

any medieal or other witnesses, it is made
to appear to the satisfaction of the judge
that the confined person is of sound mind,
the judge may direct that the confined per-
son be immediately discharged from the
cestody of the superintendent of such hos-
pital or licensed house, unless he is de-
tained therein for some other cause by due
process of law.
The judge has based his argument as to why
he cannot act under Section 107 on the words
““unless he i3 detained therein for some other
cause by duc proeess of law.”' The judge



